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August,  1969 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Spenborough. 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  Borough  of  Spenborough  for  the  year  1968,  and  have  again 
included  information  about  the  County  Council  Health  Services  operating 
within  the  Divisional  area  which  comprises  the  Boroughs  of  Spenborough 
and  Batley  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Mirfield  and  Heckmondwike. 

The  Registrar  General  gives  the  mid- 1968  population  of  the  Borough 
as  38,870,  an  increase  of  430  over  last  year  and  as  the  number  of  births 
exceeded  deaths  by  179  it  will  be  seen  that  the  steady  growth  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  Borough  is  continuing.  Following  the  pattern  of  recent  years  the 
Birth  Rate  (17.9  per  thousand  population)  remains  higher  than  the 
national  and  County  averages,  though  lower  than  last  year.  The  Death 
Rate  (13.2  per  thousand  population)  is  also  higher  and  shows  a  greater 
incidence  of  death  ascribed  to  heart  and  circulatory  disease.  The  main 
causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  (194), 
Cancer  (105)  and  Respiratory  Diseases  (59).  Although  the  Stillbirth  Rate 
(14.2  per  thousand  births)  was  lower  than  last  year  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (28.8  deaths  under  12  months  per  1,000  births)  was  higher  than  for 
some  years,  and  six  infants  died  of  pneumonia. 

The  ‘common’  infectious  diseases  were  also  prevalent  throughout  the 
year,  especially  measles  (524  notified  cases),  and  chicken  pox  (258  notified 
cases).  Measles  was  prevalent  particularly  during  the  second  and  third 
quarters  and  affected  the  uptake  of  vaccination  against  the  disease  which 
was  introduced  as  a  Local  Health  Authority  scheme  in  the  autumn.  If  a 
high  percentage  of  children  of  all  ages  who  have  not  previously  had 
measles  are  now  vaccinated,  and  if  all  young  children  receive  it  at  sixteen 
months  of  age  as  recommended,  a  great  deal  of  acute  and  chronic  illness 
will  be  prevented,  many  lives  saved  and  there  will  be  fringe  benefits 
socially,  economically  and  educationally  besides. 

The  West  Riding  computer  now  records  the  births  of  all  children  and 
programmes  their  courses  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  procedures, 
making  appointments  at  clinics  or  doctors’  surgeries  in  accordance  with 
the  requests  made  to  it.  Information  is  also  recorded  about  congenital 
defects  and  the  hearing  testing  of  infants  is  programmed.  This  certainly 
does  not  diminish  the  clerical  and  administrative  work  at  divisional  level, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  the  ‘uptake’  of  preventive  procedures  will  be  even 
better  in  consequence. 

One  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  involving  45  persons  at  a  local  factory 
was  investigated  and  found  to  be  due  to  meat  contaminated  with  Clos¬ 
tridium  welchii.  This  organism  is  a  common  inhabitant  of  the  soil  and  of 
animal  intestines  and  where  meat,  especially  in  quantity,  is  stored  or 
cooked  in  conditions  favourable  to  their  growth,  outbreaks  of  this  nature 
are  prone  to  occur.  Fortunately,  as  in  this  case,  healthy  adults  are  not  often 
seriously  affected. 

The  extent  to  which  milk  supplies  are  infected  by  Brucella  Abortus  was 
shown  by  the  finding  of  sixteen  positive  samples  during  the  year.  Immedi¬ 
ate  steps  were  taken  to  identify  the  offending  animals  and  for  their  removal 
from  the  herds,  but  it  once  again  illustrates  the  potential  danger  to  health 
of  untreated  raw  milk.  Although  no  cases  of  human  disease  came  to  light 
from  this  source  it  cannot  be  said  with  certainty  that  no  such  infection 
occurred. 
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Further  progress  was  made  in  improving  the  environment  in  which 
people  live  and  work  and  which  is  so  important  to  physical  and  mental 
health.  The  momentum  of  new  house  building  was  maintained  by  the 
erection  of  576  new  properties,  186  of  which  were  completed  by  the 
Borough  Council.  A  further  149  houses  were  represented  for  clearance  as 
unfit  and  136  were  actually  demolished.  Much  yet  remains  to  be  done,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  about  1,000  properties  remain  to  be  dealt  with  as  unfit 
and  at  least  as  many  again  of  basically  sound  structure  lack  modern 
amenities  of  toilets,  bathrooms,  hot  water  supplies  and  proper  facilities 
for  the  storage  and  preparation  of  food.  However,  steady  improvement  of 
this  latter  type  of  property  continued  with  the  making  of  108  standard 
grants  during  the  year. 

Similarly  in  Smoke  Control  two  further  Orders  were  confirmed  and  one 
submitted  which  brings  over  half  the  area  of  the  Borough  and  two-thirds 
of  its  houses  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  it  is  confidentially 
predicted  that  the  target  date  of  1972/73  can  be  met  to  complete  the 
extension  of  Smoke  Control  throughout  the  entire  Borough. 

Serious  nuisances  have  arisen  in  previous  years  from  burning  colliery 
spoil  banks  in  different  parts  of  the  Borough,  but  by  the  year’s  end  there 
were  prospects  of  an  abatement  of  this  by  complete  removal  of  one  and 
intensive  efforts  at  adequate  coverage  in  two  others.  The  Corporation’s 
own  refuse  tip  at  Cliff  Hollins  Lane  is  also  a  source  of  nuisance  from  time 
to  time  due  to  fires  and  dispersal  of  paper  and  other  material  in  times  of 
high  wind.  Due  to  the  exposed  position  of  the  tip  and  trespassing  and 
vandalism  this  is  almost  impossible  to  control  adequately,  and  the  Corpor¬ 
ation  are  giving  consideration  to  the  provision  of  modern  refuse  disposal 
plant  in  conjunction  with  neighbouring  authorities  or  alternatively  to  seek 
tipping  facilities  outside  the  Borough. 

Comment  has  been  made  throughout  the  report  on  various  sections  of 
the  Health  Department’s  activities  as  well  as  on  the  divisional  services,  and 
it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  them  here. 

All  Local  Government  staff  are  unsettled  by  the  awaited  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Local  Government,  and  Health  Department  staff 
in  particular  by  the  uncertainty  about  their  future  in  the  National  Health 
Service  and  the  proposals  of  the  Seebohm  Report  on  Local  Authority  and 
Allied  Personal  Social  Services.  The  latter  proposes  the  setting  up  of 
new  Social  Service  Departments,  separate  and  distinct  from  existing  Local 
Health  and  Education  Departments,  and  including  social  workers  drawn 
from  these  and  existing  Welfare  and  Children’s  Departments.  Among  the 
services  to  be  removed  from  Health  Departments’  administration  would  be 
Child  Guidance,  Mental  Welfare,  Home  Helps  and  School  Welfare.  It  is 
true  that  an  integration  of  these  functions  is  desirable  since  so  many 
families  may  require  the  services  of  a  number  of  them  at  the  same  time, 
but  I  make  no  apology  for  stating  my  own  view  that  this  should  be 
accomplished  under  the  aegis  of  the  Health  Department  and  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I  believe  this  to  be  doubly 
important  at  County  District  or  Divisional  level  where  the  public  have  an 
easy  focus  of  access,  the  District  or  Borough  Council  services  are  readily 
available,  case  finding  and  discussion  is  facilitated  through  the  Health 
Department,  Housing  and  Treasurer’s  Departments,  and  there  is  a  con¬ 
tinued  interchange  of  confidential  information  between  general  practi¬ 
tioners  and  hospital  and  public  health  departments.  Decisions  on  these 
matters  at  Government  level  are  expected  shortly. 
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Once  again  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Templeman,  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  as  to  all  members  of  the  Divisional  Health  Department, 
for  unfailing  help  and  support.  I  would  also  like  to  express  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  courtesy  extended  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Spenborough  Health  and  Family  Services  Committee  throughout  the  year. 

WILLIAM  MASON  DOUGLAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Divisional  Medical  Officer, 
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The  population  of  the  Borough  of  Spenborough  at  the  1961  Census  was 
36,417,  an  inter  censal  decrease  of  564.  However,  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  of  population  at  the  middle  of  1968  was  38,870,  and  this  figure  is 
used  throughout  this  Report  in  calculating  rates.  This  figure  shows  an 
increase  of  2,250  over  the  past  ten  years. 

The  district,  although  mainly  industrial  in  nature,  contains  much  open 
space  and  a  fair  amount  of  agricultural  land.  There  are  over  four  hundred 
factories  in  the  district  but  only  about  ninety  of  these  employ  more  than 
twenty  persons.  Although  processes  connected  with  the  woollen  textile 
industry  are  the  predominant  industry,  a  great  diversity  of  manufacture  is 
carried  on.  There  is  the  advantage  in  this  that  the  whole  community  cannot 
be  affected  by  recession  in  any  one  branch  of  industry. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Spen  Valley  Employment  Exchange 
for  the  following  information  regarding  employment  in  the  district: 

“1968  has  been  a  year  of  full  employment  in  Spen  Valley.  The  unem¬ 
ployment  figure  in  January  was  very  low  at  1.2%  and  has  varied  little  over 
the  year.  Short-time  working  has  been  negligible  throughout  the  year. 

There  is  still  a  shortage  of  skilled  manpower  in  some  industries  particu¬ 
larly  engineering  and  of  female  labour  generally,  and,  as  far  as  can  be 
seen,  future  prospects  are  good. 

During  the  year  Travel  to  Work  Areas  have  been  reviewed  by  the 
Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  using  figures  in  the  1961 
Census.  From  this  review  it  can  be  seen  that  the  area — Spenborough  M.B. 
and  Heckmondwike  U.D. — is  not  self-contained.  Approximately  5,500  of 
the  insured  population  of  approximately  22,000  travelled  out  of  the  area  to 
work,  whilst  8,000  travelled  into  the  area  to  work,  of  which  5,000  came 
from  Dewsbury  and  Batley.  Similarly  the  review  showed  that  Dewsbury 
and  Batley  were  also  not  self-contained  and  it  was  decided  that  the  travel 
to  work  ties  between  the  three  areas  were  strong  enough  and  sufficient  to 
justify  linking  for  unemployment  percentage  purposes. 

At  December  the  unemployed  percentage  for  the  area  was  2.1  %  com¬ 
pared  with  2.5  %  for  the  Region  and  2.4  %  National”. 


1961  Census 


Spenborough  Ward  Population 


Ward 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Birkenshaw 

1,853 

1,995 

3,848 

Cleckheaton  East 

1,072 

1,228 

2,300 

Cleckheaton  West 

1,668 

1,862 

3,530 

Gomersal 

2,169 

2,348 

4,517 

Hightown  &  Hartshead 

2,610 

2,889 

5,499 

Millbridge 

1,135 

1,243 

2,378 

Oakenshaw  &  Hunsworth 

1,675 

1,881 

3,556 

Roberttown  &  Norristhorpe  . . 

1,712 

1,803 

3,515 

Scholes 

1,696 

1,766 

3,462 

Spen  &  Littletown 

1,811 

2,001 

3,812 

Totals 

17,401 

19,016 

36,417 
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BOROUGH  OF  SPENBOROUGH 


Area  of  district  in  acres  at  1961  census 

•  *  •  • 

8,251 

Population  at  1961  census 

•  •  •  • 

36,417 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1961  census  . . 

•  •  •  • 

13,121 

Average  number  of  persons  per  room  at  1961  census 

.  • 

0.72 

Number  of  families  at  1961  census 

•  •  •  • 

13,128 

Number  of  rooms  at  1961  census 

51,286 

Statistical  Summary  of  the  area  for 

1968 

in  comparison  with  1967 

1967 

1968 

Area  of  district  in  acres 

8,251 

8,251 

Estimated  population  (mid-year) 

38,440 

38,870 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre 

4.7 

4.7 

Estimated  number  of  dwellinghouses  . . 

14,500 

15,110 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

2.7 

2-6 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April  . .  . .  . .  £1,038,916  £1,047,643 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (estimate) 

£4,100 

£4,150 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

13.4 

13.2 

Comparability  Factor 

1.00 

1.02 

Standardised  Death  Rate. . 

13.4 

13.5 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

18.6 

17.9 

Comparability  Factor 

1.07 

1.07 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

19.9 

19.1 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

16 . 5 

14.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

22.3 

28.8 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil 

Nil 

The  Comparability  Factors  for  births  and  deaths  are  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General  and  when  the  crude  rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors 
the  resulting  rate  is  that  which  would  apply  if  Spenborough  had  the  same 
age  and  sex  constitution  as  the  country  as  a  whole. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 


Live  Births  (Registered) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

329 

319 

648 

Illegitimate 

17 

29 

46 

346 

348 

694 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.9 

Stillbirths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Illegitimate 

■ — 

— 

— 

6 

4 

10 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

:  14.2 

Infant  Mortality 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

10 

9 

19 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

11 

9 

20 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births:  28.8 
Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births:  15.9 

The  birth  rate  at  17.9  per  1,000  population  is  lower  than  last  year  (18.6) 
and  when  adjusted  by  the  Comparability  Factor  (19.1)  is  higher  than  that 
of  England  and  Wales  and  the  County  as  a  whole.  The  number  of  births 
exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  179.  Of  the  704  births  only  45  were 
born  at  home  and  there  were  10  stillbirths  compared  with  12  last  year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  SPENBOROUGH  FOR  1959-1968 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1968 


Males 

Eemales 

Under  4  weeks 

4  weeks  and  1 

under  1  year  [ 

Age  in  Years 

1  1  1 

1 

1 

Cause 

of 

Death 

Total 

All  Ages 

1 

1 

1 

m 

1 

1 

1 

75  and 

over 

Enteritis  and  other 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis  inch 

late  effects 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Infective  & 

Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm: 

stomach 

13 

6 

7 

2 

6 

5 

lung,  bronchus 

25 

21 

4 

5 

7 

9 

4 

breast 

10 

1 

9 

1 

4 

5 

uterus 

1 

1 

1 

Leukaemia 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant 

Neoplasms 

54 

30 

24 

1 

1 

6 

12 

17 

17 

Benign  and  Unspecified 

Neoplasms 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.. 

Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Anaemias 

1 

1 

1 

Other  dieases  of 

Nervous  System 

7 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Chronic  Rheumatic 

Heart  Disease 

8 

4 

4 

1 

1 

5 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease 

15 

8 

7 

1 

2 

6 

6 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

138 

73 

65 

3 

10 

30 

49 

46 

Other  forms  of  Heart 

Disease 

33 

10 

23 

2 

8 

23 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

67 

23 

44 

5 

28 

34 

Other  diseases  of 

Circulatory  System 

23 

7 

16 

2 

2 

19 

Influenza 

4 

4 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

18 

13 

5 

1 

5 

3 

9 

Bronchitis  and 

Emphysema 

34 

22 

12 

3 

8 

14 

9 

Asthma 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  System 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  of 

Digestive  System 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

3 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of 

Genito-urinary  system 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo- 

skeletal  system 

6 

6 

1 

1 

4 

Congenital  Anomalies 

6 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult 

Labour,  etc. 

2 

2 

2 

Other  causes  of 

perinatal  mortality 

3 

3 

3 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined 

conditions 

2 

2 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Suicide  and  self  inflicted 

injuries 

4 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  external  causes 

1 

1 

1 

Total  Males 

— 

246 

8 

3 

_ 

- 

2 

1 

6 

20 

52 

86 

68 

Total  Eemales 

— 

— 

269 

3 

6 

1 

— 

— 

3 

4 

13 

44 

73 

122 

Gross  Total 

515 

246 

269 

11 

9 

1 

— 

2 

4 

10 

33 

96 

159 

190 
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Birth  and  Mortality  Rates  for  1968  for  the  West  Riding  Administrative 

County  and  England  and  Wales 


Aggregate 

of 

U.D’s 

Aggregate 

of 

R.D’s 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

England 

and 

Wales 

Spen- 

borough 

Crude  Birth 

17.5 

17.7 

17.6 

16.9 

17.9 

Adjusted  Birth 

17.9 

17.2 

17.8 

16.9 

19.1 

Crude  Death 

12.3 

9.9 

11.6 

11.9 

13.2 

Adjusted  Death 

12.9 

11.9 

12.6 

11.9 

13.5 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

Tuberculosis,  Other  . . 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

Tuberculosis,  All  Forms 

0.05 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.05 

Cancer 

2.25 

1.88 

2.14 

2.32 

2.70 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

1.89 

1.46 

1.76 

♦ 

1.72 

Circulatory  Disease 

4.64 

3.60 

4.34 

♦ 

5.58 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1.74 

1.46 

1.66 

* 

1.62 

Maternal  Mortality  . . 

0.09 

0.11 

0.09 

0.24 

— 

Infant  Mortality 

19.7 

15.5 

18.5 

18.3 

28.8 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  . . 

13.1 

9.9 

12.1 

12.4 

15.5 

Stillbirth 

14.4 

14.2 

14.3 

14.3 

14.2 

♦Figures  not  available. 


The  Infant  and  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rates  are  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  and  Stillbirth  Rates  are  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths. 

The  remaining  rates  are  per  1,000  estimated  home  population. 
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CAUSES  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1968 


Cause  of 
Death 

Under  1  day 

2 — 7  days 

8 — 13  days 

14 — 20  days 

21- — 28  days  j 

29  days — 2  mths. 

j  3  months  1 

4  months  1 

5  months 

6  months  1 

7  months  | 

8  months  I 

9  months 

10  months 

11  months 

12  months 

Totals  j 

Enteritis  and 
other  diarrhoeal 
diseases 

1 

1 

Other  infective 
and  parasitic 
diseases 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Other  diseases  of 
Respiratory 
system 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 
nervous  system 

I 

1 

1 

Congenital 

anamolies 

-> 

3 

5 

Birth  injury 
difficult  labour 

2 

Other  causes  of 
perinatal 
mortality 

3 

3 

Totals 

7 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

20  1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  statrstfcal  detai’ls  of  Tuberculosis  in  Spenborough  are  as  follows: 


(a)  Number  of  Cases  on  Register  at 
commencement  of  year 

(b)  Number  of  Cases  notified  first 
time  during  year 

(c)  Removals  from  other  areas 

(d)  Number  of  Cases  removed  from 
the  Register 

(e)  Number  of  Cases  remaining  on 
the  Register 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Male  Female 

26  6  -  7 

2  3.  —  — 

I  1 

4  — 

25  10 
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Disease 

Measles 

Chicken  Pox 

Infective  Hepatitis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Whooping  Cough 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Broncho-Pneumon 

Totals 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Occurring  in  the  Borough  of  Spenborough  Classified  According  to  Areas  and  Quarters,  1968 
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Disease 

Measles 

Chicken  Pox 

Infective  Hepatitis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Whooping  Cough 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Broncho-Pneumon 

TOTAL 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  in  the  Borough  of  Spenborough,  1945-1968 
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OLD  PEOPLE’S  WARDENS  SCHEME 


There  was  a  further  expansion  of  this  service  during  the  year  with  the 
completion  of  the  Hare  Park  Estate,  where  a  warden  for  The  Grange  was 
appointed  in  April  and  one  for  the  outside  units  in  May.  August  saw  the 
appointment  of  the  first  warden  for  one  block  of  outside  units  on  an  inter¬ 
communication  system  at  Healds  Hall  Estate,  and  at  the  year  end  work  was 
well  advanced  on  The  Grange  and  the  rest  of  the  estate  where  two  further 
wardens  will  be  appointed.  The  schemes  at  Oxford  Road,  Gomersal, 
Sampson  Street,  Millbridge  and  the  Community  Centres  at  Windybank 
Estate  and  Turnsteads  Estate  are  all  expected  to  be  completed  next  year, 
and  these  will  make  a  further  valuable  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  the 
elderly  in  the  Borough. 

The  other  scheme  nearing  completion  at  Carlton  House,  Whitcliffe,  will 
be  the  last  one  for  some  time,  because,  due  to  the  present  economic  state 
of  the  country,  the  County  Council  have  restricted  contributions  to 
Warden  Schemes  which  have  already  been  approved  by  the  County 
Council  or  to  new  or  extended  schemes  to  which  Authorities  are  contractu¬ 
ally  committed.  It  is,  however,  the  intention  of  the  County  Council  to 
proceed  once  again  with  the  development  of  this  service  when  conditions 
permit  of  this  being  done. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  and  the  cases  under 
supervision  during  the  year: 


Area 

Visits 

during  year 

Average  number  of 
Cases  supervised 

Brooklyn  Estate 

7,235 

68 

Garden  House  Estate 

3,335 

23 

Whitechapel  &  Foldings 

4,866 

28 

Turnsteads  (a) 

12,028 

91 

Cloverhills/Laverhills 

5,705 

30 

Barrington  Estate 

3,985 

21 

Windybank  Estate 

4,610 

29 

Brooklyn  Grange  . . 

3,890 

25 

Norristhorpe 

4,280 

26 

Gomersal  . . 

3,514 

26 

Cleckheaton  West 

3,891 

21 

Cleckheaton  East  . . 

3,335 

21 

Hightown  . . 

2,553 

17 

Littletown  . . 

2,642 

14 

East  Bierley 

5,150 

30 

Birkenshaw 

6,072 

32 

Scholes 

5,508 

28 

Tanner  St.  /Halifax  Road 

6,144 

26 

Scholes  Lane 

4,126 

20 

Pyenot  Hall/Marsh 

6,420 

25 

Hare  Park  Grange  (b) 

5,996 

26 

Hare  Park  Estate  (c) 

1,725 

18 

Listing  Drive,  Healds  Hall  (d)  . . 

2,110 

33 

Total  . . 

109,120 

678 

(a)  Three  Wardens. 


(b)  Warden  commenced  10.4.68. 

(c)  Warden  commenced  17.5.68. 

(d)  Warden  commenced  1.8.68. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  (AMJ:NDMENT)  ACT,  1951 


Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  was  designed  to  help 
persons  who,  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or,  being  aged  or 
physically  handicapped  being  in  insanitary  conditions,  are  unable  to  devote 
to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving  from  others  proper  care  and  attention. 
Under  the  original  Act  application  was  submitted  to  a  Magistrate’s  Court 
for  removal  of  such  persons,  but  the  Amendment  Act  of  1951  introduced 
an  accelerated  procedure  whereby  application  can  be  made  to  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace. 

No  action  under  this  Act  was  taken  in  Spenborough  during  the  year. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  1968 

The  section  of  the  work  which  follows,  relating  to  the  Public  Health 
Circumstances  of  the  area  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
has  been  compiled  by  Mr,  J.  F.  Templeman,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
Factories  (Mechanical  and  Non-Mechanical) 

There  are  250  factories  in  the  area.  Of  these  factories,  247  are  factories 
with  mechanical  power  and  3  without.  7  visits  were  made  to  these  premises 
and  1  notice  was  served.  The  Factory  Inspector  in  the  course  of  his 
duties,  draws  to  the  attention  of  the  Council,  any  matters  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Council  to  enforce.  The  Department  examines  all  plans  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  factory  extensions,  and 
comments  are  made  upon  the  proposals. 

Outworkers 

3  persons  were  notified  during  the  year  to  the  Department  as  being 
engaged  in  the  repair  and  alteration  of  apparel,  the  inspection  of  textiles 
and  the  weaving  of  textiles. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Forty-one  premises  received  a  general  or  initial  inspection.  The 
occupiers  were  notified  of  their  responsibilities  and  requirements  under  the 
Act  and  these  were  mainly  for  the  provisions  of  first  aid  materials  and/or 
boxes,  and  copies  of  the  abstracts  of  the  Act. 

It  was  found  that  in  a  number  of  instances  certain  registered  premises 
had  either  closed  down  or  were  places  where  only  self-employed  people 
worked.  In  order  to  keep  an  effective  check  on  the  extent  of  registration 
such  premises  were  removed  from  the  register  and  the  whole  completely 
revised. 

Three  non-fatal  accidents  were  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  during 
the  year. 

Total  number  of  Total  number  of 
Registered  General 

Class  of  Premises  Premises  Inspections 


Offices 

51 

11 

Retail  shops  . . 

177 

15 

Wholesale  shops  and  warehouses  . . 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

10 

4 

public,  canteens 

30 

11 

268 

41 

102  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  21  notices  were  served  to 


remedy  the  following  defects : 

Cleanse  and  repair  walls,  floors,  ceilings  and  equipment  . .  6 

Provide  suitable  means  of  heating  to  workroom  . .  . .  1 

Provide  a  thermometer  to  each  floor  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Cleanse/repair  sanitary  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  3 

Provide  additional/separate  washing  facilities  . .  . .  . .  2 

Provide  running  hot  water  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Provide  soap,  towels,  etc.  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Provide  first  aid  equipment  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  15 

Provide  a  suitable  abstract  of  the  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Provide  suitable  means  of  artificial  lighting  to  sanitary 
accommodation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  1 

Provide  suitable  handrails  to  stairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Provide  additional  sanitary  accommodation  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Provide  accommodation  for  clothing  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Provide  suitable  eating  facilities  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 
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Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 


Class  of  Workplace 

Offices 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  . . 
Catering  establishments  open  to  public 
Canteens 


Accidents  Reported 

Type  of  Non- 

Premises  Fatal 


Totals 


Cause 


Number  of  persons  employed 
411 
508 
84 
140 
19 

Male  Female  Total 
..  487  675  1,162 

Type  of  Accident 

Nature  of  Site  of 

Injury  Injury 


Offices  — 

Retail  shops  2 

Warehouses  1 

Total  3 


(a)  Handling  goods  Sprain 

(b)  Handling  machine  Strain 

Handling  goods  Strain 


Leg 

Arm 

Back 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
A.  SALE  OF  MILK 

1 .  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Distributors  of  Milk  residing  in  the  area  . .  . .  . .  67 

Distributors  of  Milk  residing  outside  the  area  . .  . .  18 

2.  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

85  inspections  were  made. 

3.  Sampling  of  milk 

The  following  table  show  the  number  and  results  of  samples  taken  by 
the  Department  for  bacteriological  examination : 

Satisfactory  Void  Unsatisfactory  Total 
Pasteurised  ....  —  —  —  — 

Untreated  ....  115  6  16  137 

Sterilised  ....  —  —  —  — 


115  6  16  137 


4.  Examination  for  Brucella  Abortus 

During  the  year  137  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  for 
Brucella  Abortus. 

Brucellosis: 

Ring  Test  137  No.  Positive  43 

Cream  Culture  Test  43  No.  Positive  16 

In  respect  of  the  16  positive  results  for  Brucella  Abortus,  the  producers 
were  notified  as  also  were  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  milk  was  produced  both  within  and  outside  the  district. 

5.  Samples  taken  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council 

Genuine  Adulterated 

Milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  54  1 
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B.  MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the 
Public  Abattoir,  Liversedge.  One  Authorised  meat  Inspector  is  employed 
full-time  at  the  Abattoir  to  ensure  100%  inspection: 


Month 

Beasts 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Total 

January 

632 

1,660 

534 

9 

2,835 

February  . . 

479 

1,401 

458 

2 

2,340 

March 

550 

1,636 

557 

9 

2,752 

April 

515 

1,711 

573 

7 

2,806 

May 

560 

1,896 

523 

3 

2,982 

June 

430 

1,780 

422 

3 

2,635 

July 

487 

1,876 

495 

2 

2,860 

August 

445 

1,591 

470 

14 

2,520 

September  . . 

503 

1,669 

551 

6 

2,729 

October 

514 

1,790 

689 

1 

2,994 

November  . . 

531 

1,658 

679 

0 

2,870 

December  . . 

485 

1,466 

927 

3 

2,881 

6,131 

20,134 

6,878 

61 

33,204 

Comparative 

figures,  1967 

7.011 

21,760 

5,889 

60 

34,720 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

5,965 

166 

61 

20,134 

6,878 

Number  inspected 

5,965 

166 

61 

20,134 

6,878 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

6 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

824 

4 

152 

285 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  diseases 
other  than  T.B, 

13.81 

2.41 

— 

0.75 

4.14 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

__ 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.08 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

6 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

_ 

Generalized  and  totally 
condemned  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Total  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned  during  the  year  was: 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 
Tuberculosis  . .  —  1  —  10 

Other  diseases  . .  7  3  —  5 


7  4  —  15 


Condemned  meat  was  collected  by  the  following  firms: 

Leinerde  Moulder  Ltd.,  Doncaster. 

Dunnings  Animals  By-Products  Ltd.,  Barnsley. 

Slaugher  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958-59 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958-59 

28  licences  were  granted  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  or  stunning 
animals  in  a  slaughterhouse  or  knackersyard. 

160  visits  were  made  to  the  Abattoir  in  connection  with  administrative 
and  supervisory  duties. 

C.  INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS 
{a)  During  the  year  four  complaints  were  made  to  the  department  by 
members  of  the  public  concerning  various  foods  sold  in  the  Borough. 
These  foods  included  tins  of  evaporated  milk  and  peas  and  cartons  of 
cream  and  orange  juice.  All  foods  were  alleged  to  be  unfit  or  not  of  the 
quality  demanded,  the  complaints  were  investigated  and  appropriate 
action  was  taken. 

{b)  The  following  unsound  food  was  inspected  and  condemned  during 
the  year.  This  food  was  disposed  of  in  the  Corporation’s  controlled  tip: 


Lbs. 

Canned  meat,  ham,  etc.  .  .  . .  ..  3,125 

Canned  fish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Canned  vegetables  . .  . .  . .  . .  266 

Canned  fruit  . .  . .  . .  . .  208 

Canned  tomatoes  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Canned  puddings  and  cereals  . .  . .  180 

Canned  soups  and  purees  . .  . .  . .  50 

Jams,  preserves  . .  . .  . .  . .  36 

Butter/margarine  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Frozen  food  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  950 

Meat  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Poultry  and  game  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  36 


4,921 


In  addition  approximately  60  tons  of  ice  cream  and  5  tons  of  Frozen 
Food  were  surrendered  as  unfit  due  to  the  effects  of  fire  damage. 

(c)  8  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  These  were  graded  as  follows: 

Grade  I  5  satisfactory 

Grade  II  —  satisfactory 

Grade  III  1  unsatisfactory 

Grade  IV  2  unsatisfactory 

{b)  Samples  taken  by  West  Riding  County  Council: 

Genuine  Adulterated 

Other  foods  ......  38 
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(e)  The  following  samples  were  also  taken  by  the  Health  Department : 


Bacteriological  Examination 


1  Beans  (tinned) 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

l'  — 

2  Corned  beef  . . 

2  — 

1  Beef  sausage  . . 

1  — 

1  Pork  pie 

1  -- 

1  Beef  pie 

1  — 

1  Shrimps  (dnned) 

1  — 

1  Synthetic  cream 

1  — 

1  Yoghurt 

—  Small  number  of  spore¬ 

1  Coffee/milk/sugar  mix 

bearing  organisms  present 

1 

1  Tea/milk/sugar  mix  . . 

1  — 

3  Brisket 

1  2 

1  Boned  sirloin  . . 

1  — 

1  Gravy  mix 

1 

1  Dripping 

1  — 

Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  42  visits  were 

made  and  93  faecal  specimens  were 

obtained  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  suspected  food 
poisoning. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreak 

Forty-five  adults  employed  at  a  local  engineering  firm  suffered  food 
poisoning  following  the  canteen  lunch  on  the  previous  day.  These  victims 
experienced  abdominal  pains  and  diarrhoea  some  8 — 14  hours  after  eating 
the  meal.  Following  interviews  with  employees  who  used  the  canteen 
facilities  samples  of  suspected  food  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  On  examination  samples  of  brisket  and  gravy  were  found  to 
contain  organisms  of  Clostridium  welchii.  The  canteen  staff  were  instructed 
in  the  safe  handling  of  meat  and  meat  products  particular  emphasis  being 
placed  on  correct  methods  of  cooking  and  regrigeration. 

D.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  preparing  premises  in  the 


area: 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Fish  Frying  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturing  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

For  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  197 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed, 

pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale  . .  . .  40 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


During  the  year  1,099  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  for  sale  or  sold.  40  notices  were  served.  Particulars  are  set  out  in 
the  tables  belov/: 

No.  of 

Premises  inspected:  visits 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Butchers  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Grocers  and  general  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  56 
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Greengrocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Fried  Fish  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Cafes  and  restaurants  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Farms,  Dairies,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Ice  Cream  shops,  vendors  and  manufacturers  . .  . .  14 

Mobile  vans  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Market  stalls  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Other  food  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Licensed  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Re-visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  . .  . .  . .  . .  677 

Transport  and  handling  of  meat  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 


1,099 


Work  required  under  Notices: 

Provide  sink 

Provide  wash  hand  basin. . 

Provide  hot  water  supply . . 

Provide  cold  water  supply 
Provide  soap  and  towels  . . 

Provide  locker  accommodation 
Provide  first  aid  equipment 
Provide  refuse  receptacles 
Remove  refuse 

Cleanse,  repair  or  renew  equipment 
Cleanse  walls,  floors,  ceilings  and  fittings 
Repair  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  etc. 
Redecorate  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  etc.  . . 
Cover  working  surfaces 
Exposure  of  food 

Cleanse/repair  sanitary  conveniences 
Provide  suitable  ventilation 
Provide  suitable  clothing 
Provide  adequate  lighting 
Miscellaneous 


1 

11 

11 

3 

13 
6 

20 

8 

2 

14 
11 

7 

12 

3 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

17 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  in  the  area  is  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 
Number  of  dwellings  supplied  direct  from  main  . .  . .  14,566 

Number  of  population  supplied  direct  from  public  water  mains  38,870 

Water  Sampling 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 
Bacteriological  ....  8  —  8 

Swimming  Baths 

The  only  swimming  bath  in  the  Borough  is  situated  in  Tofts  Road, 
Cleckheaton,  and  is  owned  by  the  Corporation.  The  capacity  of  the 
swimming  pool  is  50,000  gallons  and  the  water  is  obtained  from  the 
Town’s  mains  and  changed  every  two  years.  Continuous  chlorination  is 
carried  out  after  filtration,  thus  ensuring  that  there  is  a  complete  treatment 
of  water  every  5  hours.  The  filters  are  cleansed  three  times  weekly,  and 
any  depreciation  in  the  bulk  quantity  of  water  during  this  process  is 
replaced  from  the  mains  supply. 
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Routine  tests  are  carried  out  daily  to  ascertain  that  the  correct  amount 
of  residual  chlorine  in  the  water  is  maintained. 

Samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 

Bacteriological  ....  2  —  2 

Eight  samples  of  water  from  cellars  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  either  of  surface  or  subsoil  origin  and 
free  from  pollution. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

During  the  year  two  samples  of  50%  woollen  mixture  felt  were  obtained 
from  a  local  manufacturer  and  submitted  for  chemical  examination. 

Both  samples  were  satisfactory. 


INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Public  Health  Acts  No.  of 

West  Riding  County  Council  (General)  Powers  Act  Inspections 

Inspection  of  houses/other  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  390 

Inspection  of  testing  of  drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  571 

Inspection  of  sanitary  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  Ill 

Inspection  of  refuse  tips  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  600 

Inspection  of  refuse  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  . .  607 

Inspection  of  stables  and  piggeries  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Inspection  of  hairdressers  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Investigation  of  refuse  collection  service  . .  . .  . .  700 

Investigation  of  trade  refuse  collection  service . .  . .  . .  •  489 

Investigation  of  water  supplies  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Investigation  of  infectious  disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  79 

Investigation  of  accumulations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

Inspection  of  verminous/unclean  premises  . .  . .  . .  17 

Disinfestation  and  disinfection  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  re-visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,234 

Clean  Air  Act 

Smoke  observations — 

Industrial  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Smoke  Control  Areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Investigation  of  grit  nuisances  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Investigation  of  smoke  nuisances  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Inspection  of  colliery  spoilbanks  . .  . .  . .  . .  153 

Visits  and  volumetric  smoke  filter  and  SO2  apparatus  . .  246 

Visits,  interviews  and  inspections  in  connection  with  Smoke 

Control  Areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,644 

Chimney  heights  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Housing  Acts 

Inspection  of  unfit  houses  capable  of  repair  . .  . .  . .  33 

Inspection  of  unfit  houses  incapable  of  repair  . .  . .  150 

Inspection  of  unfit  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  . .  . .  283 

Inspection  of  demolition  sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  63 

Inspection  of  overcrowded  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Inspection  of  houses  under  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act  104 
Inspection  of  houses  for  Land  Charge  enquiries  . .  . .  99 

Inspection  of  houses  for  Improvement  and  Standard  Grants  280 
Inspection  of  houses  to  assess  life  of  houses  . .  . .  . .  386 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  re-visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  1133 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Inspection  of  bakehouses  and  confectionery  shops  . .  . .  20 

Inspection  of  grocers  and  general  shops  . .  . .  . .  56 

Inspection  of  greengrocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Inspection  of  fried  fish  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Inspection  of  canteens,  cafes  and  restaurants  . .  . .  . .  40 

Inspection  of  public  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 

Inspection  of  butchers’  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Inspection  of  dairies,  farms  and  milk  distributors  . .  . .  28 

Inspection  of  ice  cream  premises  and  vans  . .  . .  . .  14 

Inspection  of  other  food  premises  . .  . .  . .  , .  6 

Inspection  of  mobile  vans  and  stalls  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Inspection  of  transport  and  handling  of  meat  . .  . .  23 

Miscellaneous  inspections  and  re-visits  . .  . .  . .  77 

Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  . .  . .  . .  . .  677 

Abattoir — administration  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  160 

Sampling  of  milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  158 

Sampling  of  ice  cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Sampling  of  other  foods  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Sampling  of  water . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  19 

Enquiries  and  visits — food  poisoning  notifications  . .  . .  42 

Factories  Act 

Inspection  of  factories  with  power  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  re-visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

General  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  41 

Other  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

Various  Acts — Inspections  and  Re-visits 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  853 

Noise  Abatement  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  69 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  . .  . .  . .  6 

Caravans  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Pet  Animals  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Various  Inspections,  Interviews  and  Meetings 

Market  Arcade  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  306 

Market  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  123 

Feast  Ground  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  66 

Public  Conveniences  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  231 

Water  courses  pollution  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Miscellaneous  visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  165 

Interviews  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,346 

Public  Inquiry  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Meetings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  91 

Abandoned  vehicles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  82 


15,556 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES  REMEDIED  DURING 

1968 

HOUSING  ACT,  1957,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  1936/1961, 

and  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Defective  chimney  stacks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Defective  roofs  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Defective  walls,  plastering  and  pointing  . .  . .  . .  17 

Defective  doors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Defective  rainwater  pipes,  spouts,  soil  pipes,  etc.  . .  . .  29 

Defective  windows  and  window  cords  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Defective  ceilings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes,  W.C’s  and  fittings  . .  . .  . .  64 

Defective  drainage  and  sewerage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

Defective  floors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Defective  dustbins  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  67 

Nuisance  from  accumulations  and  tips  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Dampness  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  15 

Nuisance  from  noise  and  smell  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 
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HOUSING 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  . .  576 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority  L  Permanent  ..  ..  186 

11.  Temporary  . .  . .  — 

2.  By  other  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

3.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .  . .  . .  . .  390 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

1 .  By  the  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

2,  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . .  720 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  1,004 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  405 

(3)  Number  of  dwelhnghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  proceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ..  ..  315 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  130 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 


(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  — 

{b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  . .  30 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedi¬ 
ed  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  74 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  VI  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

(2)  Number  of  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit 

by  Medical  Officer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

(3)  Number  of  houses  demolished  by  pursuance  of  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

(4)  Undertakings  to  render  fit  for  habitation  (Section  16(4)  3 

(5)  Closing  Order  (Section  17(1) )  . .  . .  . .  . ,  5 

{d)  Proceedings  under  Section  42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1) 6  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders.  Number  of  houses  . .  76 

4  Clearance  Orders.  Number  of  houses  ..  ..  31 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Clearance 

and  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  . .  . .  . .  84 

4.  Housing  Act,  1957.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(2)  Number  of  families  living  therein  . .  . .  . .  4 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  . .  19 

(b)  (1)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . .  42 


From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Housing  Committee 
dealt  with  149  houses  under  the  Clearance,  Closure  and  Demolition 
Sections  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


Houses  dealt  with  during  1968 


Ward  Address 

Cleckheaton  Westgate 
West 


Oakenshaw, 

Hunsworth 

Gomersal 


1/6  Wood  View  Terrace,  Hunsworth 
108/110  South  View  Road 

Moor  Lane/Queen  St.,  Gomersal  No.  1 
Quarry  Rd.,  Gomersal,  No.  2 
Birdacre,  Gomersal,  No.  1 
Latham  Lane,  Gomersal 


No.  of 

Action  taken  Houses 

Compulsory  P.O.  2 

Demolition  Orders  6 

Demolition  Orders  2 

Clearance  Order  14 

Clearance  Order  4 

Compulsory  P.O.  30 

Clearance  Order  5 
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No.  of 


Ward 

Address 

Action  taken 

Houses 

Gomersal 

302,  304,  Oxford  Rd.,  Gomersal 

Demolition  Orders 

2 

Church  Lane,  Gomersal 

Clearance  Order 

8 

57/59  Queen  St.,  Gomersal 

Demolition  Order 

1 

434  Oxford  Rd.,  Gomersal 

Closing  Order 

1 

1,  2,  3  Nutter  Lane,  Gomersal 

Demolition  Orders 

3 

90/96  Cliffe  Lane,  Gomersal 

Demolition  Orders 

4 

3  West  St.,  Gomersal 

Demolition  Order 

1 

293  Oxford  Rd.,  Gomersal 

Closing  Order 

1 

20  Reform  St.,  Gomersal 

Closing  Order 

1 

Hightown 

Halifax  Road  No.  15 

C.P.O. 

6 

443-453  Halifax  Rd. 

Alexandra  St.  Edward  St. 

Demolition  Orders 

6 

&  Halifax  Rd.,  Hightown 

C.P.O. 

13 

Millbridge 

94,  96  Leeds  Road 

Demolition  Orders 

2 

Roberttown  & 
Norristhorpe 

Norristhorpe  Lane,  No.  6 

C.P.O. 

16 

Scholes 

17  Tabbs  Lane 

Closing  Order 

1 

Spen  & 

Bradford  Road  and  Listing  Lane 

C.P.O. 

9 

Littletown 

5  Carr  St. 

Demolition  Order 

1 

2  Jeffrey  St. 

371-379,  383-389  Bradford  Rd., 

Closing  Order 
Negotiations  to 

1 

Littletown 

purchase 

9 

149 


20  Moor  Lane,  Gomersal 

70  and  76  Moor  Lane,  Gomersal  | 

483,  485  Hunsworth  Lane,  East  Bierley  j 


Undertakings  were  accepted 
to  make  the  houses  fit 


102  and  104  Cliffe  Lane,  Gomersal 
100  and  108  Bradford  Rd.,  Gomersal 


1 


Represented  but  no  decision 
yet  taken 


5 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  Discretionary  and  Standard 
grants  applied  for  during  the  year: 


Discretionary  Grant  Applications 


Received 

Approved 

Owner 

Occupied 

Tenanted 

Expenditure 

Approved 

2 

2 

2 

■ — 

£481/10/0 

Standard  Grant  Applications: 

Received  Approved 

108  105 

Owner 

Occupied 

76 

Tenanted 

29 

1.  Grants  paid  after  completion  of  improvements  . .  . .  88 

2.  Total  amount  of  grants  paid  ..  ..  ..  ..  £11,272/12/0 

3.  No.  of  amenities  provided : 

Fixed  baths  or  shower  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 

Wash  basin  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  82 

Hot  water  supplies  at  three  points  . .  . .  . .  53 

Hot  water  supplies  at  one  or  two  points  . .  . .  28 

Water  closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  85 

Food  storage  facilities  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  29 

4.  Higher  limit  grants  included  in  (1)  above  . .  . .  . .  5 

No.  of  bathrooms  added  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

No.  of  piped  water  supplies  installed  . .  . .  . .  — 

No.  of  septic  tank  drainage  systems  installed  . .  . .  1 

5.  Reduced  standard  grants  included  in  (1)  above  . .  . .  Nil 
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Since  grants  became  available  for  the  improvement  of  houses  applica¬ 
tions  have  been  received  for  316  discretionary  grants  and  1,144  standard 
grants. 

During  the  year  a  Government  White  Paper  entitled  Old  Houses  into 
New  Homes  was  presented  to  Parliament  and  as  a  result  of  this  it  is  en¬ 
visaged  that  new  Housing  legislation  will  be  enacted  during  1969.  As  far  as 
Improvement  and  Repair  of  houses  is  concerned  it  appears  from  the 
White  Paper  that  the  Government  wish  local  authorities  to  direct  their 
main  efforts  in  future  to  the  improvement  of  whole  areas  including  im¬ 
provement  to  environment  and  not  just  individual  houses^ — though  grants 
for  individual  houses  will  be  continued  and  will  be  used  in  area  improve¬ 
ment.  The  proposed  changes  will  present  a  very  worthwhile  challenge  to 
improve  the  comfort  and  convenience  in  areas  of  housing  which  although 
of  sound  construction  are  lacking  in  basic  amenities.  The  desired  aims, 
however,  will  be  achieved  only  through  the  initiative  of  a  local  authority 
and  the  enthusiasm,  drive  and  co-operation  of  the  officers  concerned. 


CONVERSION  OF  WASTE  WATER  CLOSETS 


During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  continued  the  scheme  of  grant 
aid  to  persons  desiring  to  convert  waste  water  closets  to  water  closets.  The 
following  table  shows  the  grants  sanctioned  during  the  year: 


Total 

Applications  Estimated 

Granted  Cost 

4  £205/2/9 


No.  of 

CounciVs  Waste  Water  No.  of 
Grant  Closets  W.C's 

£102/11/4  4  4 


Since  the  beginning  of  the  scheme  the  figures  are  as  follows: 


Applications 

Granted 

156 


Total 

Estimated 

Costs 

£7,293/19/8 


CounciVs 

Grant 

£3,458/2/11 


No.  of 
Waste  Water 
Closets 
194 


No.  of 
W.C^s 
194 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION,  REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE 

A.  Refuse  Collection 

The  staff  engaged  on  this  work  are: — General  Foreman,  7  Drivers,  1 
Driver/Salvage  Collector,  25  dustbinmen,  2  salvage  workers  and  2  tipmen. 

The  number  of  vehicles  comprises: — 5  Dennis  Paxits  (24  cubic  yards) 
full  time,  1  Dennis  Paxit  (24  cubic  yards),  3  days  a  week,  1  Karrier  (9  cubic 
yards)  miscellaneous  shops,  chemical  closets,  etc.,  1  30-cwt.  Austin  for 
salvage,  and  1  Chelsea  side  loader  (11/15  cubic  yards)  for  furniture  removal. 

The  department  was  responsible  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
refuse  from  14,938  dwellinghouses  and  1,431  other  premises. 

The  total  weight  of  refuse  collected  was  12,111  tons  and  13,033  tons  of 
refuse  was  disposed  of  at  one  controlled  tip. 

B.  Refuse  Disposal— Controlled  Tips 

Disposal  of  refuse  was  carried  out  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Oaken- 
shaw  site,  the  only  site  now  available  in  the  Borough.  Its  estimated  life  is 
now  between  4  to  6  years.  Tip  fires  occurred  from  time  to  time  but  were 
adequately  dealt  with  by  digging  out  and  the  use  of  piped  water  from  a 
central  point  on  the  site.  Hiring  of  a  track  laying  mechanical  digger  for 
approximately  one  day  per  week  continued  throughout  the  year,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  shale  for  use  as  covering  material. 

Difficulties  occurred  in  high  winds  when  paper  was  blown  above  the 
nets  provided.  Due  to  the  exposed  nature  of  the  tip  it  is  practically  im¬ 
possible  to  prevent  waste  paper  blowing  about.  Teams  of  men  are  sent  to 
the  tip  during  the  week  and  at  weekends  to  clear  up. 

Apart  from  the  unsightliness  it  should  be  noted  that  there  is  danger  to 
animals  in  adjoining  fields  if  they  should  ingest  any  small  polythene  bags. 
The  Department  is  fully  aware  of  its  responsibilities  in  this  matter. 

It  is  difficult  to  suggest  a  satisfactory  solution  to  this  problem.  One 
suggestion  is  the  erection  of  a  concrete  post  and  wire  fence  10/12  feet  high 
extending  the  whole  length  of  the  site  at  the  far  end  of  the  tip.  The  cost  of 
this  would  be  prohibitive  as  the  length  of  fence  required  would  be  over 
100  yards  long. 

C.  Salvage 

The  income  from  the  sale  of  378  tons  of  waste  paper  was  £3,480. 

D.  General  Comments 

Once  again  the  Committee  had  an  interesting  and  busy  year.  The 
following  notes  from  the  Minutes  show  that  considerable  time  and  thought 
were  given  to  the  introduction  of  the  polythene  bin  liners  throughout  the 
district. 

January,  1968 

Reported  on  trial  scheme  of  polythene  bin  liners  in  the  Cleckheaton/ 
Rawfolds/Oakenshaw  area. 

March,  1968 

The  Special  Sub-Committee  met  on  1st  March,  1968,  and  had  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  use  of  polythene  bin  liners  be  extended  over  the  whole  of 
the  Borough  and  also  that  subject  to  the  approval  of  West  Riding  Pro¬ 
vincial  Council  a  revised  camparable  bin  bonus  scheme  be  adopted.  The 
Health  Committee  approved  these  proposals. 
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April,  1968 

Two  meetings  were  held  with  representatives  of  the  Trade  Union 
regarding  the  proposed  scheme.  The  Health  Committee  approved  the 
revised  Bonus  Scheme  and  resolved  that  it  be  submitted  to  the  Employees’ 
Secretary  of  the  Provincial  Council  so  that  the  ruling  of  the  National 
Employees’  Secretary  could  be  obtained  on  the  effect  of  the  Prices  and 
Incomes  Policy  on  the  revised  scheme.  The  Finance  Committee  were  also 
recommended  to  approve  the  engagement  forthwith  of  Management 
Consultants  to  carry  out  a  measured  work  study  of  the  refuse  collection 
service. 

July,  1968 

The  Health  Committee  agreed  that  a  trial  plastic  bin  liner  scheme  be 
introduced  in  Roberttown  for  a  period  of  three  weeks  in  order  that  a  work 
study  could  be  made  of  the  work  involved. 

December,  1968 

A  meeting  of  the  Joint  Working  Party  on  Refuse  Disposal  was  held  at 
Dewsbury  Town  Hall,  Dewsbury.  From  information  provided  by  the 
constituent  authorities  there  was  a  life  of  38  years  in  the  tipping  sites  within 
the  area. 

Work  study  on  the  refuse  collection  service  continued  during  the  year. 


CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1967 

(a)  Vehicles 

Local  authorities  have  a  statutory  obligation  to  remove  and  dispose  of 
abandoned  motor  vehicles  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967.  Both  the 
police  and  local  authority  now  have  powers  to  remove  vehicles  from  land 
in  the  open  air  as  well  as  from  roads. 

51  vehicles  including  43  cars  were  found  abandoned  within  the  Borough 
and  in  all  but  four  cases  arrangements  were  made  to  remove  and  dispose. 

(b)  The  local  authority  also  has  the  statutory  duty  of  providing  a 
service  for  the  removal  of  bulky  articles  in  addition  to  the  normal  house¬ 
hold  collection  of  refuse.  An  astonishing  variety  of  effects  was  removed 
from  502  houses  during  the  year. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

During  the  year  2  private  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year  853  visits  were  made  with  the  following  results: 


1.  No.  of  properties  inspected  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  759 

2.  No.  of  rat  infestations  found  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  313 

No.  of  mice  infestations  found  . .  . .  . .  . .  399 

Total  number  of  infestations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  712 

3.  No.  of  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  . .  . .  712 

4.  No.  of  notices  served  to  carry  out  treatment  . .  . .  — 

5.  No.  of  notices  served  for  structural  alterations  . .  . .  — 


Sewer  Treatment 

Approximately  2,800  manholes  were  treated  by  a  firm  who  specialise 
in  this  type  of  work  to  reduce  the  infestation  of  rats  in  the  sewers. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  is  one  soap  boiler  registered  in  the  district. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

The  following  tables  show  the  concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide  and 
smoke  in  the  air  as  recorded  at  the  Health  Centre,  Greenside,  Cleck- 
heaton,  together  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  site  is  adjacent  to  the  local  bus  station  with  the 
consequent  low  level  emission  of  sulphur  compounds  from  diesel  fuel  oil 
used  in  the  buses. 

Concentration  of  SO2  in  microgrammes/cubic  metre 


1968 

Daily  Readings 

1967 

Daily  Readings 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

January 

502 

73 

194 

494 

97 

227 

February 

539 

100 

210 

259 

79 

164 

March 

413 

73 

135 

175 

55 

70 

April 

224 

86 

126 

201 

75 

132 

May 

215 

77 

129 

175 

45 

114 

June 

175 

58 

89 

147 

44 

82 

July 

161 

60 

86 

103 

45 

70 

August 

121 

39 

65 

165 

46 

82 

September 

171 

38 

90 

197 

47 

107 

October 

414 

71 

151 

186 

51 

98 

November 

330 

41 

118 

766 

109 

269 

December 

466 

131 

242 

530 

61 

167 

3,731 

847 

1,635 

3,398 

754 

1,582 

Concentration  of  smoke  in  microgrammes/cubic  metre 


1968 

Daily  Readings 

1967 

Daily  Readings 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

January 

512 

24 

121 

467 

39 

162 

February 

577 

30 

156 

293 

26 

97 

March 

170 

18 

59 

284 

20 

52 

April 

110 

28 

62 

252 

20 

89 

May 

71 

24 

49 

115 

22 

56 

June 

60 

10 

31 

61 

7 

32 

July 

94 

14 

38 

36 

7 

23 

August 

53 

14 

30 

102 

13 

43 

September 

185 

21 

57 

130 

16 

67 

October 

252 

24 

92 

88 

13 

41 

November 

401 

93 

193 

1,262 

16 

230 

December 

419 

79 

149 

457 

20 

128 

2,904 

379 

1,037 

3,547 

219 

1,020 
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Domestic  Pollution— Smoke  Control  Areas 


Progress  in  the  control  of  pollution  from  domestic  premises  was  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the 
year  end : — 


Area 

Number 

Total 
No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
other 
premises 

Acreage 

(1)  Areas  now  operative 

7 

6,346 

5,803 

543 

2,263 

(2)  Areas  confirmed  but 
not  yet  operative 
(Nos.  8  and  9) 

2 

2,696 

2,571 

125 

1,455 

(3)  Areas  submitted  and 
awaiting  confirmation 
(No.  10) 

1 

1,384 

1,325 

59 

597 

10 

10,426 

9,699 

727 

4,315 

The  No.  8  (Upper  Spen/Firthcliffe)  Order  was  due  to  become  operative 
on  the  1st  June  of  this  year  but  due  to  circumstances  outside  the  control 
of  this  Department  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  defer  the  operative  date 
until  the  1st  January,  1969.  This  setback  was  due  to  the  time  taken  by  the 
Council  in  determining  proposals  to  install  central  heating  in  the  Council 
owned  houses  in  Shirley,  Barrington  and  Firthcliffe  estates.  It  was  finally 
decided  not  to  proceed  with  the  central  heating  of  these  houses,  except  in 
old  people’s  dwellings,  but  to  install  fan  assisted  open  inset  fires  as 
originally  intended. 

In  connection  with  the  proposed  central  heating  of  the  Council  houses 
three  empty  houses  in  the  Shirley  estate  were  made  available  to  the 
National  Coal  Board,  North  Eastern  Gas  Board  and  Yorkshire  Electricity 
Board  to  enable  them  to  stage  exhibitions  of  central  heating  by  means  of 
solid  smokeless  fuel,  gas  and  electricity.  Interest  was  shown  in  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  not  only  by  Council  tenants  but  by  owners  of  properties  both  in  and 
outside  the  boundaries  of  this  Smoke  Control  Area  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  staging  of  this  event  was  well  worth  while. 

The  No.  9  (Drub/Oxford  Road,  Gomersal)  Order  was  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  during  the  year  and  fireplace 
alterations  are  at  present  being  carried  out  in  preparation  for  it  becoming 
operative  in  June  of  next  year.  There  were  no  objections  made  to  the 
confirmation  of  this  Order. 

At  the  instigation  of  the  Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federation  and  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  Department  a  mobile  exhibition  showing  various  solid 
smokeless  fuel  appliances  was  sited  at  strategic  points  throughout  this  area 
for  a  period  of  one  week.  Although  advertised  in  the  local  press  the 
exhibition  did  not  attract  the  attendances  that  were  envisaged. 

The  No.  10  (Birkenshav/  East)  Smoke  Control  Area  was  surveyed  and 
an  Order  made  and  submitted  for  confirmation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  As  is 
now  the  routine  practice  adopted  by  the  Department,  the  survey  was 
carried  out  by  postal  means  and  many  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Borough 
Treasurer’s  Department  for  their  co-operation  and  help  in  addressing  the 
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considerable  number  of  envelopes  required.  From  the  survey  it  was 
ascertained  that  approximately  33  %  of  the  privately  owned  houses  were 
already  smokeless. 

When  the  Borough’s  first  Smoke  Control  Order  was  made  in  1959  the 
target  date  for  covering  the  whole  of  the  Borough  with  such  Orders  was 
set  at  1975,  this  date  being  subsequently  reduced  to  1972/73.  As  the  phased 
programmie  is  currently  running  to  schedule  it  is  anticipated  that  barring 
unforeseen  circumstances  it  should  be  completed  by  the  specified  date. 


Industrial  Pollution 

Smoke  Observations  and  Contraventions 

Number  of  observations  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  31 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  contraventions  . .  . .  . .  12 

(a)  Dark  smoke  in  excess  of  permitted  aggregate  and  for  con¬ 
tinuous  dark  smoke  in  excess  of  four  minutes  . .  . .  3 

(b)  Black  smoke  in  excess  of  permitted  aggregate  . .  . .  1 

(c)  Smoke  nuisances  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

(d)  Grit  nuisances  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Spoil  bank  observations  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  153 

Notifications  under  the  Clean  Air  Act 

Notifications  of  new  boiler  plant  and  equipment  . .  . .  7 

Applications  for  prior  approval  received  . .  . .  .  .  Nil 

Applications  for  prior  approval  granted  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Applications  for  approval  of  height  of  new  chimneys  received  7 

Applications  for  approval  of  height  of  new  chimneys  granted  . .  7 

(a)  As  submitted  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(b)  After  amendment  to  increase  height  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


Disused  Colliery  Spoil  banks 

During  the  year  nuisance  occurred  in  varying  degrees  due  to  the  burning 
of  the  above  spoiibanks.  Two  are  situated  in  Hunsworth  Lane,  Huns- 
worth,  and  one  in  Hunsworth  Lane,  East  Bierley.  The  first  two  are  a  fair 
distance  from  housing  property  but  complaints  were  received  about  one  of 
them.  During  the  year  the  removal  of  shale  commenced  at  this  spoilbank 
and  it  is  hoped  this  will  continue  until  it  is  finally  removed. 

East  Bierley  Spoilbank 

Severe  nuisance  occurred  from  time  to  time  to  residents  near  this  tip. 
The  Health  Committee  was  seriously  concerned  about  this  matter  and 
meetings  were  held  with  the  Coal  Board  and  members  and  officials  in  an 
effort  to  find  a  remedy.  This  spoilbank  had  previously  been  covered  with 
clay  but  the  heat  in  the  spoilbank  cracked  the  surface  and  allowed  the 
emission  of  fume. 

As  a  result  of  these  visits  a  bulldozer  was  hired  for  two  days  to  carry  out 
exploratory  digging  at  the  end  of  the  tip  believed  to  be  the  cause  of  most  of 
the  nuisance.  At  a  depth  of  10  feet  no  fire  was  discovered  but  considerable 
steam  arose  due  to  fire  below  this  depth. 

In  August  serious  nuisance  and  discomfort  were  experienced  by  residents 
in  one  street  due  to  fumes  at  a  corner  of  the  spoilbank.  This  was  treated  as 
a  matter  of  extreme  urgency  and  expenditure  of  £150  was  authorised  for 
the  purchase  and  spreading  of ‘spent’  lime.  The  lime  was  transported  from 
Mirfield  and  in  the  end  the  nuisance  was  abated. 
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During  the  year  the  advice  of  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector  was  sought 
and  several  joint  inspections  were  made. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  County  Planning  Officer’s  Depart¬ 
ment,  regarding  the  possibility  of  this  spoilbank  being  included  in  a  land 
reclamation  scheme,  with  a  view  to  the  complete  removal  of  the  material. 
This  was  eventually  agreed  to  and  a  firm  of  Contractors  commenced  on 
the  digging  out  of  the  tip.  Nuisance  persisted  for  a  short  time  but  the 
burning  appeared  to  subside  fairly  quickly.  Little  or  no  nuisance  now  exists 
unless  a  pocket  of  hot  but  unburnt  shale  is  exposed,  but  this  can  quickly  be 
disposed  of  by  the  machinery  which  is  always  present  on  the  site. 


SHOPS  ACT 

No  visits  were  made  during  the  year  specifically  for  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  but  many  inspections  have  been  carried  out  principally  under 
other  Acts  such  as  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  accommodation  below  is  provided  in  17  conveniences  throughout 
the  area: 

Females:  32  water  closets 

Males:  21  water  closets  and  urinal  accommodation. 

Two  men  are  engaged  full  time  in  cleansing  these  conveniences.  The 
buildings  are  in  the  main,  modern  structures  designed  specifically  for  the 
purpose. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
Part  I  of  the  Act 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec- 
tions  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : _ 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

3 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

247 

7 

1 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 

workers’  premises) 

Total  . . 

250 

7 

1 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref( 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

— • 

— 

• — 

— 

• — 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

• — 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— • 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

■ — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)- 

(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

I 

-  ■ 

1 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

- — ■ 

2 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

- — • 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

Total 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133(l)(c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel 
— Making,  etc. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  BOROUGH 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  (Part  III). 

(Sections  37,  40,  42,  45,  46  and  Part  IV). 

Highways  Act,  1959 — Code  of  1892. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Sections  14,  16,  17,  18,  19  and  26). 


BYELAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  BOROUGH 


Subject 

A.  Made  by  the  Borough  Council 

In  operation  within  the  whole  of  the  Borough: 
Hackney  Carriages 


Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food 
The  Prevention  of  Waste,  Undue  Consump¬ 
tion,  Misuse  or  Contamination  of  Water*  . . 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
Building  Byelaws 
Good  Rule  and  Government 
Motor  Vehicles  Let  for  Hire  . . 

Public  Slaughterhouses 
In  operation  within  the  Borough  excluding 
Birkenshaw,  Hunsworth,  and  parts  of  Harts- 
head  and  Clifton: 

New  Streets  . . 

Wireless  Apparatus  . . 

Smoke  Abatement  . . 

*  Operative  only  in  the  Corporation’s  water 


Date  of  Confirmation 


17th  February,  1948 
(varied — 7th  Dec.,  1951 
and  1st  April,  1957) 
24th  March,  1950 

1st  December,  1957 
1st  May,  1953 
11th  June,  1953 
1st  February,  1957 
24th  December,  1956 
16th  August,  1956 


15th  March,  1927 
15th  May,  1930 
26th  November,  1928 
supply  area. 


B.  Made  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council 

1.  Street  Collections. 

2.  Byelaws  made  under  the  Highways  and  Locomotives  (Amendment) 

Act,  1878. 

3.  Sale  of  Wood  Fuel. 

4.  Regulations  relating  to  the  control  of  dogs. 

5.  Regulations  relating  to  Stage  Plays. 

6.  Employment  of  Children. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1968 


Spen-  Heck- 

Batley  borough  Mirfield  mondwike  Division 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

.  . 

918 

648 

285 

154 

2,005 

Illegitimate  . , 

•  • 

76 

46 

13 

12 

147 

Total 

994 

694 

298 

166 

2,152 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

. 

15 

10 

3 

1 

29 

Illegitimate  . . 

-  • 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Total 

• 

19 

10 

3 

1 

33 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 

1,013 

704 

301 

167 

2,185 

Deaths  Under  1  year 

Legitimate 

.  • 

22 

19 

5 

5 

51 

Illegitimate  . . 

-  . 

3 

1 

1 

— 

5 

Total  . .  .  •  . . 

25 

20 

6 

5 

56 

Deaths  Under  4  weeks 

Legitimate 

•  • 

13 

11 

3 

3 

30 

Illegitimate  . . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Total  . . 

15 

11 

4 

3 

33 

Deaths  Under  1  week 

Legitimate 

13 

10 

3 

2 

28 

Illegitimate  . . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Total  . . 

15 

10 

4 

2 

31 

Deaths  All  Causes 

521 

515 

183 

126 

1,345 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 

1 ,000  estimated  population 

12.4 

13.2 

11.7 

14.0 

12.8 

Comparability  Factor  . . 

1.08 

1.02 

1.16 

1.16 

1.10 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

13.4 

13.3 

13.6 

16.2 

14.0 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated  population 

23.7 

17.9 

19.1 

18.4 

20.4 

Comparability  Factor  . . 

1.05 

1.07 

1.03 

1.04 

1.05 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

24.9 

19.1 

19.6 

19.1 

21.4 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000 

total  live  and  stillbirths 

18.8 

14.2 

10.0 

6.0 

15.1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  live  births 

25.1 

28.8 

20.1 

30.1 

26.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  births 
which  were  illegitimate 

7.9 

6.5 

4.3 

7.2 

6.9 

The  Comparability  Factors  for  births  and  deaths  are  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General  and  when  the  crude  rates  are  multiplied  by  these 
factors  the  resulting  rate  is  that  which  would  apply  if  the  constituent 
Authorities  had  the  same  age  and  sex  constitution  as  the  country  as  a 
whole. 
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PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS 


Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Division 

Estimated  population 
(Mid  year) 

41,860 

38,870 

15,620 

9,030 

105,380 

Area  of  District  in  acres  . . 

4,457 

8,251 

3,394 

696 

16,798 

Average  number  of  persons 
per  acre 

9.4 

4.7 

4.6 

13.0 

6.3 

Estimated  number  of 
dwellinghouses 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April 
Product  of  Penny  Rate 
(estimate) 

15,449 

£ 

977,075 

3,902 

15,110 

£ 

1,047,643 

4,150 

5,745 

£ 

365,405 

1,450 

3,484 

£ 

258,030 

1,020 

39,788 

£ 

2,648,153 

10,522 

Birth  and  Mortality  Rates  for  1968  for  the  West  Riding  Administrative 

County  and  England  and  Wales 


Batley 

Spenborough 

Mirfield 

Heckmondwike 

Division 

Aggregate  of 

Rural  Districts 

Aggregate  of 

Urban  Districts 

Administrative 

County 

England  and  Wales 

Crude  Birth  . . 

23.7 

17.9 

19.1 

18.4 

20.4 

17.7 

17.5 

17.6 

16.9 

Adjusted  Birth 

24.9 

19.1 

19.6 

19.1 

— 

17.2 

17.9 

17.8 

16.9 

Crude  Death  . . 

12  4 

13.2 

11.7 

14.0 

12.8 

9.9 

12.3 

11.6 

11.9 

Adjusted  Death 

13.4 

13.5 

13.6 

16.2 

— 

11.9 

12.9 

12.6 

11.9 

Tuberculosis — 

Respiratory 

0.02 

0.03 

_ 

0.02 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

Other 

— 

0.03 

— 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

All  Forms 

0.02 

0,05 

— 

— 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

0.05 

0.04 

Cancer 

2.13 

2.70 

1.92 

3.10 

2.39 

1.88 

2.25 

2.14 

2.32 

Cerebro  Vascular 
Disease 

2.34 

1.72 

1.92 

1.77 

2.00 

1.46 

1.89 

1.76 

* 

Circulatory  Disease  . . 

4.42 

5.58 

5.31 

5.87 

5.11 

3.60 

4.64 

4.34 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1.60 

1.62 

1.02 

0.66 

1.44 

1.46 

1.74 

1.66 

* 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.11 

0.09 

0.09 

0.24 

Infant  Mortality 

25.1 

28.8 

20.1 

30.1 

26.0 

15.5 

19.7 

18.5 

18.3 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

15.1 

15.8 

13.4 

18.1 

15.3 

9.9 

13.1 

12.1 

12.4 

Stillbirth 

18.8 

14.2 

10.0 

6.0 

15.1 

14.2 

14.4 

14.3 

14.3 

*  Figures  not  available. 


The  Infant  and  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rates  are  per  1,000  live  births. 
The  maternal  Mortality  and  Stillbirth  Rates  are  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths. 

The  remaining  rates  are  per  1,000  estimated  home  population. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


There  is  now  a  hundred  per  cent,  attachment  of  individual  health 
visitors  to  individual  medical  practices  or  groups  of  practices,  rather  than 
allocciting  work  on  an  area  basis.  This  system  has  presented  no  problems 
other  than  the  additional  amount  of  travelling  involved  and  in  the  odd  case 
where  the  Health  Visitor  is  not  a  car  driver.  This  is  compensated  for  by  the 
much  closer  working  relationship  between  the  general  practitioners  and 
the  nurses  concerned,  which  is  of  considerable  benefit  to  the  members  of 
the  public  who  require  their  services. 

Because  of  this  attachment,  which  involves  nurses  working  in  all  the 
local  government  areas  wliich  comprise  the  Division,  it  is  impossible  to 
separate  the  records  for  each  area.  The  following  figures,  therefore,  relate 
to  the  whole  of  the  Divisional  area. 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  the  year. — 

No,  of  cases 

Cases  visited  by  health  visitors  i.e.  first  \isits 

1.  Total  number  of  cases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10,043 

2.  Children  born  in  1968  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,155 

3.  Children  born  in  1967  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,894 

4.  Children  born  in  1963-66  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,195 

5.  Total  number  of  children  in  lines  2-4  . .  . .  . .  7.244 

6.  Expectant  mothers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  297 

7.  Persons  aged  65  or  over  (excluding  ‘domestic  help  only’ 

visits)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,173 

8.  Persons  included  in  line  7  who  were  visited  at  the  special 

request  of  a  general  practitioner  or  hospital  . .  . .  508 

9.  Mentally  disordered  persons  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

10.  Number  included  in  line  9  who  were  visited  at  the  special 

request  of  a  general  practitioner  or  hospital  . .  . .  20 

11.  Persons,  excluding  maternity  cases,  discharged  from 

hospital  (other  than  mental  hospitals)  . .  . .  66 

12.  Number  included  in  line  11  who  were  visited  at  the 

special  request  of  a  general  practitioner  or  hospital  . .  21 

13.  Number  of  tuberculous  households  visited  . .  . .  284 

14.  Number  of  households  visited  on  account  of  other 

infectious  disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

15.  Other  cases  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,197 

Other  visits 

(a)  Visits  to  home  help  cases . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,857 

(b)  Liaison  visits  (G.P’s,  hospitals,  voluntary  and  Statutory 

agencies)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,926 

(c)  Clinics  attended  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,686 

(d)  School  nursing  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,911 

(e)  Parent  craft  lectures  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  165 

(f)  Other  health  education  visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  257 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 
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During  the  year  4,859  tins  of  National  Dried  Milk,  26,160  bottles  of  Orange  Juice,  1,727  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  1,191  packets  of  Vitamin  Tablets  were  issued. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Community  immunisation  in  this  country  is  at  present  directed  to  the 
prevention  of  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus,  poliomyelitis,  small¬ 
pox,  tuberculosis  and,  this  year  for  the  first  time,  measles.  During  the  year 
the  Ministry  of  Health  recommended  a  revised  schedule  of  vaccination 
and  immunisation  procedures  which  have  now  been  adopted.  This  new 
schedule  is  as  follows: — 


Age 

Six  months 

Eight  months 

Fourteen  months 

Sixteen  months 
Eighteen  months 
Five  years 


Eleven  to  twelve  years 
Fifteen  years 


Procedures 

Diph/Tet/Pert.  and  oral  polio  vaccine. 
(First  dose). 

Diph/Tet/Pert.  and  oral  polio  vaccine. 
(Second  dose). 

Diph/Tet/Pert.  and  oral  polio  vaccine. 
(Third  dose). 

Measles  vaccination. 

Smallpox  vaccination. 

Diph/Tet.  and  oral  polio  vaccine  or 
Diph/Tet/Polio  vaccine. 

Smallpox  re-vaccination. 

B.C.G.  Vaccine. 

Polio  vaccine  (oral  or  inactivated) 
Tetanus  Toxoid. 

Smallpox  re-vaccination. 


Children  born  on  or  after  1st  April,  1968,  were  dealt  with  under  this 
schedule,  and  as  a  result  the  figures  this  year  of  completed  procedures  is 
naturally  less,  but  it  is  hoped  that  since  all  the  appointments  and  follow-up 
procedures  are  now  dealt  with  on  the  County  Council  computer  at 
Wakefield,  there  will  be  an  overall  increase  in  the  percentage  of  accept¬ 
ances  for  these  procedures  to  be  carried  out. 

Measles  vaccination  was  introduced  in  May  this  year  and  the  pro¬ 
gramme  was  concentrated  in  the  first  instance  on  children  in  the  4 — -7  age 
group.  An  approach  was  made  to  the  parents  of  all  children  in  this  group 
and  as  more  vaccine  became  available  the  scheme  was  extended  to  other 
children  below  school  age  and  then  to  susceptable  older  children  until  it 
had  been  extended  to  all  children  up  to  and  including  the  age  of  15  who 
were  susceptable  to  an  attack  of  measles  because  they  had  neither  been 
immunised  nor  had  natural  measles.  The  general  response  was  poor  in 
relation  to  the  numbers  of  children  thought  to  be  at  risk.  1,453  children  in 
the  Divisional  area  received  vaccination  for  protection  against  measles. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  of  children  in  the  Divisional 
area  vaccinated  and  immunised  during  the  year. 


Year  of  Birth 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964-61 

Others  aged 
under  16 

Totals 

Diphtheria 

Primary 

427 

884 

28 

26 

55 

17 

1,437 

Re-inforcing 

— 

11 

17 

4 

1,091 

50 

1,173 

Whooping  Cough 

426 

882 

25 

26 

37 

10 

1,406 

Tetanus 

Primary 

427 

883 

25 

26 

55 

21 

1,437 

Re-inforcing 

— 

11 

18 

4 

1,080 

71 

1,184 

poliomyelitis 

Primary 

408 

884 

194 

27 

128 

60 

1,701 

Re-inforcing 

— 

39 

11 

11 

1,062 

88 

1,211 

Age  at  Date  of  Vaccination 

Smallpox 

Under  1  year 

1  year 

2 — 4  years 

5 — 51  years 

Totals 

Primary 

21 

628 

140 

18 

807 

Re-vaccinations 

1 

1 

3 

15 

20 

Numbers  of  children  at  31st  December,  1968,  who  had  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date: 


Born  in  year 

1968 

1967-64 

1963-59 

1958-54 

Totals 

Diphtheria 

427 

6,141 

6,687 

5,779 

19,034 

Whooping  Cough 

426 

6,093 

6.421 

3,999 

16,939 

47 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  statistical  details  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Divisional  area  are  as 
follows: 

Notifications 


District 

Respiratory 

N  on-Respiratory 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Batley  , . 

5 

3 

2 

3 

13 

Spenborough  . . 

2 

3 

— 

5 

Mirfield 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Heckmondwike 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Total — Division 

10 

8 

3 

3 

24 

Numbers  on  Register  at  end  of  year 


District 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Batley  . . 

41 

32 

34 

8 

115 

Spenborough  . . 

25 

10 

— 

7 

42 

Mirfield 

2 

6 

3 

— 

11 

Heckmondwike 

10 

6 

5 

3 

24 

Total — Division 

78 

54 

42 

18 

192 

Vaccination  Against  Tuberculosis 

Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  available  to  certain  contacts  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis,  expecially  young  infants,  and  also  to  schoolchildren 
of  thirteen  years  of  age.  The  former  are  carried  out  by  the  Chest  Physician 
at  general  hospitals,  and  the  details  of  our  school  programme  are  given  in 
the  section  relating  to  School  Health  for  the  sake  of  convenience. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination— Contract  Scheme 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  contacts  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis  undertaken  by  Chest  Physicians  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council  during  the  year.  The  apparent  discrepancy  between  the 
number  found  negative  and  the  number  vaccinated  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
babies  under  the  age  of  six  weeks  are  not  given  pre-vaccination  skin  tests. 
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Age  (years) 

Total 

0-4 

5-15 

16  + 

No.  skin  tested 

92 

64 

10 

166 

No.  found  positive 

1 

12 

2 

15 

No.  found  negative 

91 

52 

8 

151 

No.  vaccinated 

124 

50 

8 

182 

The  special  arrangements  to  Tuberculin  test  and  give  B.C.G.  vaccina¬ 
tion  where  necessary  to  all  Commonwealth  immigrant  children  commenc¬ 
ing  attendance  at  school  continued  during  the  year.  210  children  were  so 
examined  and  59  with  negative  tuberculin  tests  received  B.C.G.  vaccina¬ 
tion. 

Three  cases  of  tuberculosis  received  extra  nourishment  in  the  form  of 
two  pints  of  milk  daily  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Consultant  Chest 
Physician. 


Mass  Radiography  Survey 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board 
visited  Batley  and  Heckmondwike  for  appointment  and  public  sessions.  I 
give  below  the  results  supplied  to  me  by  the  Unit,  and  included  in  these 
figures  are  372  Asiatics  out  of  which  were  discovered  two  cases  of  active 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  It  is  not  possible,  however,  to  draw  any  con¬ 
clusions  at  all  from  such  evidence  since  the  persons  examined  constitute 
only  a  small  proportion  of  the  population  and  are  not  necessarily  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  population  taken  as  a  whole.  The  information  given  is  in 
respect  of  people  actually  examined  during  the  survey  and  may,  therefore, 
include  persons  normally  resident  in  other  areas. 


Abnormalities  Discovered 

Areas  in  which 
Surveys  undertaken 

Number 

Examined 

Tuberculosis 

Active 

Inactive 

Other* 

Total 

Batley  . , 

2,275 

2 

2 

5 

9 

Heckmondwike 

844 

3 

3 

3 

9 

Total 

3,119 

5 

5 

8 

18 

*The  non-tuberculous  abnormalities  are  classified  as  follows: 


Condition  Number 

Pulmonary  fibrosis :  non-tuberculous . .  . .  2 

Benign  Neoplasms  of  lungs  and  Mediastinum  1 

Metastases  in  lung  and  mediastinum  . .  1 

Primary  Malignant  Neoplasms  . .  . .  1 

Pleural  thickening  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Miscellaneous  (healed  tuberculosis)  . .  . .  1 


Total  . .  8 
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PHENYLKETONURIA 


Phenylketonuria  is  an  inherited  metabolic  disease  which  causes  brain 
damage  and  mental  deterioration  the  early  diagnosis  of  which  permits  of 
special  dietary  control,  thus  possibly  preventing  irreversible  mental 
deterioration.  The  “Phenistix”  test  is  a  simple  one  which  indicates  whether 
or  not  phenylpyruvic  acid  is  present  in  the  urine  and  laboratory  confirma¬ 
tion  that  a  suspected  case  is  positive  is  necessary. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  tests  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


(1)  Number  of  babies  tested  by  Health  Visitors : 

(a)  During  the  fourth  week  of  age  or  under  . .  . .  1,457 

(b)  Over  four  weeks  but  less  than  six  weeks  . .  . .  474 

(c)  Six  weeks  of  age  or  over  . .  . .  . .  . .  145 


Total  . .  2,076 


(2)  Result  of  Test: 

(a)  Negative  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,075 

(b)  Positive  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(c)  No.  of  (b)  confirmed  as  positive  on  serum  testing  at 

hospital  laboratory  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


ORTOLANI  TESTING  FOR  CONGENITAL  DISLOCATION 

OF  THE  HIP 

This  test  is  carried  out  by  domiciliary  midwives,  health  visitors  and 
clinic  doctors  on  babies  coming  into  their  hands  for  the  first  time.  During 
the  year  eight  babies  were  referred  to  specialists  and  confirmed  as  cases  of 
congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip  and  splinted.  Twenty-two  other  babies 
were  so  referred,  ten  of  whom  were  said  not  to  be  cases  of  congenital  dis¬ 
location  of  the  hip  and  twelve  were  given  appointments  for  further 
investigation. 


DAY  AND  NIGHT  NURSING  SERVICE 

It  has  proved  very  difficult  in  this  area  to  recruit  and  retain  suitable 
staff  to  run  this  service,  the  object  of  which  is  to  provide  for  a  limited 
period  of  time,  usually  in  an  emergency  or  during  the  terminal  stages  of 
illness,  a  day  and  night  nursing  service.  This  relieves  relatives  who  are 
suffering  from  over-strain  due  to  prolonged  periods  of  caring  for  patients 
and  enables  them  to  get  a  few  nights  sleep  without  interuption.  The  staff 
employed  can  either  be  trained  nurses,  persons  with  nursing  experience  or 
“sitters-in”,  but  because  the  service  is  called  upon  so  infrequently  it  is 
difficult  to  retain  staff  due  to  the  ‘casual’  nature  of  the  employment. 
However,  during  the  year  it  was  possible  to  provide  help  in  five  cases  and 
this  was  very  much  appreciated  by  the  relatives  of  the  patients  concerned. 
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MEALS  ON  WHEELS 


Meals  on  Wheels  are  delivered  to  elderly,  sick  or  handicapped  persons 
by  voluntary  enterprise.  The  Batley,  Spenborough  and  Mirfield  schemes 
are  administered  by  the  W.R.V.S.,  and  in  Birstall  and  Heckmondwike  by 
other  voluntary  enterprise. 

This  activity  is  of  great  importance  in  enabling  people  to  maintain 
independent  existence  in  their  homes. 

All  these  schemes  receive  financial  assistance  from  the  County  Council, 
the  Batley  and  Birstall  schemes  have  the  use  of  a  van  donated  by  the 
Rotary  Club,  and  in  Spenborough  the  Council  make  available  two  vans 
with  drivers  and  paid  helpers.  The  vans,  of  course,  are  only  supplementary 
to  the  distribution  of  meals  from  private  cars. 

The  organisers  have  supplied  me  with  the  following  details  of  the  service 
provided  in  the  separate  areas: 

Batley:  130  meals  distributed  to  130  persons  weekly. 

Birstall:  59  meals  distributed  to  59  persons  weekly. 

Spenborough:  450  meals  distributed  to  225  persons  weekly. 

Mirfield:  132  meals  distributed  to  100  persons  weekly. 

Heckmondwike :  60  meals  distributed  to  60  persons  weekly. 

In  Spenborough,  Luncheon  Clubs  for  elderly  persons  are  organised  in 
conjunction  with  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  at  two  works 
canteens,  at  the  Old  People’s  Shelter  at  Scholes  and  at  the  Brooklyn 
Grange  and  Hare  Park  Grange  flatlet  blocks. 


PROBLEM  FAMILIES 

Within  most  communities  there  are  a  number  of  families  who  present 
special  problems  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  social  workers  over  a  wide  sphere 
of  activity  to  deal  with.  Occasionally,  and  often  tragically,  circumstances 
lead  to  the  break-up  of  families,  and  young  children  being  taken  into 
permanent  care  by  the  Children’s  Authorities.  Usually  with  this  type  of 
family  a  number  of  social  agencies  are  involved  and  for  this  reason  periodic 
meetings  are  convened  to  share  information,  concert  action,  avoid  over¬ 
lapping  or  conflicting  advice,  and  to  strive  to  the  utmost  of  endeavour  to 
prevent  family  break-up,  consistent  of  course  with  the  physical  and 
mental  well-being  of  the  children. 

The  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  these  meetings  devolves  upon  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  and  during  1968  fourteen  full  meetings  of  the 
Co-ordinating  Committee  were  held  at  times  when  it  was  felt  that  the 
circumstances  of  individual  cases  required  special  consideration.  The 
persons  brought  together  have  included  health  visitors,  public  health 
inspectors,  housing  managers,  local  authority  treasurers,  officers  of  the 
N.S.P.C.C.  and  National  Assistance  Board,  children’s  officers,  school 
welfare  officers,  divisional  welfare  officers,  etc. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


The  Health  Education  programme  continues  on  the  same  lines  as  in 
previous  years. 

We  are  continuing  to  extend  our  activities  to  the  ten  to  eleven  year  old 
children  in  the  junior  schools,  largely  at  the  request  of  the  Head  Teachers. 
The  classes  prove  to  be  of  great  interest  to  the  children,  and  in  some 
schools  the  Health  Visitors  and  Assistants  to  the  Health  Visitors  teach 
mixed  classes  of  boys  and  girls.  This  procedure  is  to  be  recommended  as 
the  education  of  boys  in  health  matters  is  frequently  neglected.  The  object 
of  the  lessons  is  to: — 

1.  Impart  sufficient  knowledge  to  ensure  a  foundation  for  good  health. 

2.  To  foster  the  desire  for  bodily  cleanliness  and  healthy  habits  and  right 
ways  of  living. 

3.  To  give  an  elementary  knowledge  of  human  biology,  how  the  body 
works  and  to  encourage  a  healthy  respect  for  the  child’s  own  body. 

4.  To  promote  an  understanding  of  community  health. 

The  course  in  the  junior  school  lasts  one  term  and  the  talks  are 
illustrated  by  sound  films,  film  strips,  flannelgraphs  and  posters. 

Although  more  Health  Education  is  being  done  in  the  junior  schools 
the  Health  Visitors  still  continue  the  work  in  some  senior  schools.  In  one 
school  a  group  of  girls  were  successful  in  qualifying  for  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh’s  Award  Certificate  in  Child  Care,  and  in  another  school  a 
group  obtained  their  St.  John’s  Certificate  in  Child  Care. 

The  ante-natal  classes  are  still  very  well  attended  and  are  much 
appreciated  by  the  young  expectant  mothers. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  of  all  the  Old  People’s  Wardens  are  now 
being  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Cleckheaton.  The  attendance  is  voluntary 
and  the  meetings  are  well  attended.  Various  subjects  of  interest  to  the 
Wardens  have  been  discussed  and  talks  on  such  subjects  as  Care  of  Old 
People,  Diet  for  the  Aged,  Fire  Prevention,  Simple  First  Aid  and  Safety  in 
the  Home,  have  been  given. 

The  usual  talks  on  a  variety  of  subjects  have  been  given  to  Young 
Wives  Clubs,  Women’s  Clubs  and  Organisations,  and  groups  of  elderly 
people. 

Displays  on  various  health  topics  have  been  arranged  in  the  Health 
Centre  and  Clinics  during  the  year.  The  “Welcome  to  Citizenship” 
exhibition  at  the  Spenborough  Town  Hall  provided  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  with  an  opportunity  to  show  new  voters  some  aspects  of  the  work  of 
the  Department. 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


All  the  District  Nurses  working  in  the  Divisional  area  are  attached  to 
individual  medical  practices  or  groups  of  practices,  rather  than  working 
on  an  area  basis.  This  system  has  worked  extremely  well  and  the  closer 
co-operation  on  cases  between  the  doctors  and  nurses  has  been  more 
satisfactory  both  to  them  and  to  the  patients. 

Because  this  system  of  attachment  is  in  operation  it  is  impossible  to 
maintain  separate  records  for  each  of  the  local  authorities  comprising  the 
Division,  and  the  following  figures,  therefore,  relate  to  the  whole  of  the 
Divisional  area. 

A  variety  of  loan  equipment  is  available  to  cases  being  nursed  at  home, 
such  as  wheel  chairs,  walking  aids,  bed  pans,  rubber  sheets,  commodes, 
beds,  mattresses,  foam  rings  and  the  like.  During  the  year  1,042  issues  of 
such  equipment  were  made.  The  tendency  to  use  disposable  materials 
which  commenced  a  few  years  ago  with  disposable  syringes  has  continued 
to  increase  and  nowadays  disposable  catheters,  urinal  bottles,  foam  rings, 
incontinence  sheets  and  so  on  make  the  work  of  the  District  Nurses  much 
easier. 


The  number  of  nursing  visits  made  this  year  showed  on  increase  of 
6,000  over  last  year. 


Types  of  cases  attended 

No.  of  cases 
attended 

No.  of  visits  by 
District  Nurses 

Medical  . . 

1,775 

40,264 

Surgical  . . 

524 

8,969 

Infectious  diseases 

9 

109 

Tuberculosis 

19 

810 

Maternal  complications 

68 

657 

Others 

26 

182 

Total 

2,421 

50,991 

Age  Groups: 

0 — 4  years  . . 

78 

533 

5 — 64  years  . 

916 

13,766 

65  years  or  over  . . 

1,427 

36,692 

Total 

2,421 

50,991 

Patients  included  in  the  above  who  have 
had  more  than  24  visits  during  the  year 

600 

38,841 
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Classification  of  Cases  by  Disease  (Completed  cases) 

Disease 

No.  of 
cases 

Tuberculosis 

14 

Other  infectious  diseases  . . 

9 

Parasitic  diseases  . . 

— 

Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

175 

Diabetes  mellitus  . . 

21 

Anaemias 

193 

Vascular  lesions  of  central  nervous  system 

145 

Other  mental  and  nervous  diseases 

40 

Diseases  of  the  eye 

4 

Diseases  of  the  ear 

11 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  arteries 

126 

Diseases  of  the  veins 

69 

Upper  respiratory  diseases 

11 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

117 

Constipation 

68 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

152 

Diseases  of  urinary  system  and  male  genital  organs 

57 

Diseases  of  breast  and  female  genital  organs  . . 

28 

Complications  of  pregnancy  and  puerperium 

68 

Diseases  of  skin  . . 

72 

Diseases  of  bones,  joints  and  muscles 

64 

Injuries 

132 

Senility 

74 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  or  disabilities 

100 

Diseases  not  specified 

167 

Total 

Nursing  Treatment 

Type 

1,917 

No.  of 
cases 

Injections  . . 

486 

General  nursing  . . 

537 

Enemas 

73 

Dressings  . . 

522 

Bed  baths  . . 

38 

Wash-outs,  douches,  etc. 

17 

Changing  of  pessaries 

7 

Preparation  for  diagnostic  investigation 

•  • 

156 

Others 

81 

Total  . .  . .  1,917 
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DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 


The  proportion  of  home  confinements  was  about  the  same  this  year 
as  last  being  about  7%  of  the  total  births.  The  Divisional  domiciliary 
midwifery  staff  consists  of  six  full  time  midwives  and  while  this  establish¬ 
ment  is  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  work  there  are  difficulties  during  sickness, 
holiday  periods  and  the  like.  There  were  changes  in  the  staff  this  year  and 
the  two  new  mid  wives  who  joined  the  staff  attended  instructional  courses  at 
Grantley  Hall  on  preparation  for  motherhood  and  relaxation. 

Early  discharges  from  hospitals  and  maternity  homes  and  the 
investigation  of  home  circumstances  of  cases  booked  for  48  hour  discharge 
continue  to  impose  a  considerable  amount  of  visiting  on  the  midwives. 
They  also  attend  the  Preparation  for  Motherhood  and  Relaxation  classes 
which  continue  to  be  very  popular  and  well  attended.  The  following 
figures  relate  to  the  Divisional  area : — 


Midwifery 


(a) 

No.  of  domiciliary  confinements  . . 

151 

(b) 

No.  of  cases  receiving  Trilene  alone 

27 

(c) 

No.  of  cases  receiving  Pethedine  alone 

5 

(d) 

No.  of  cases  receiving  Trilene  and  Pethedine 

114 

(e) 

Ante-natal  visits :  (i)  Domiciliary  cases  . . 

1,446 

(ii)  Hospital  cases 

922 

(f) 

Early  discharges  from  hospitals  and  maternity  homes: 

(i)  Discharged  at  48  hours  . . 

125 

(ii)  Discharged  2 — 5  days 

270 

(iii)  Discharged  5 — 10  days  . . 

121 

Total 

516 

(g) 

Post-natal  visits: 

(i)  To  domiciliary  cases 

1,896 

(ii)  To  hospital  cases  , . 

4,671 

The  midwives  sought  medical  aid  on  35  occasions,  details  of  which  are 

given  below: — 

(i)  Pregnancy  . . 

1 

(ii)  Labour 

22 

(iii)  Lying-in 

4 

(iv)  The  child 

8 

Pregnancy 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage. 

Labour 

Delayed  labour  . .  . .  7  Laceration-perineal  . .  . .  12 


Premature  labour  . .  . .  1  Retained  placenta  . .  . .  2 

Lying-in 

Phlebitis  . .  . .  .  .  2  Pyrexia  . .  . .  . .  2 

The  Child 

Congenital  defect  . .  . .  1  Eye  condition  . .  . .  2 

General  condition  . .  . .  4  Melaena  . .  . .  . .  1 


Relaxation  and  Mothercraft 

No.  of  sessions  held  during  the  year 
No.  of  women  who  attended : 

(a)  Institutionally  booked 

(b)  Domiciliary  booked 
Total  No.  of  attendances: 

(a)  Institutionally  booked 

(b)  Domiciliary  booked 


Batley 

Spenborough 

Mirfield 

45 

105 

96 

56 

159 

178 

4 

5 

2 

251 

793 

783 

20 

17 

10 
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NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATIONS  ACT,  1948 


The  above  Act  was  amended  by  Section  60  of  the  Heaith  Services  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1968,  which  was  brought  into  operation  on  1st  Novem¬ 
ber,  1968.  This  section  extends  the  scope  of  the  1948  Act  and  strengthens 
local  health  authorities’  powers,  and  further  guidance  was  given  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  Circulars  36/68  and  37/68.  At  the  year  end  guidance 
on  the  standards  to  be  adopted  and  the  procedure  for  registration  was  still 
under  consideration  by  the  County  Council. 

There  were  thirteen  persons  registered  as  child  minders  at  the  year  end 
authorised  to  care  for  a  total  of  eighty-one  children,  and  there  were  three 
applications  awaiting  approval  for  registration  under  the  new  regulations. 
These  child  minders  have  been  visited  periodically  throughout  the  year 
by  the  social  worker.  There  are  in  addition  eight  Play  Groups  which  take 
a  total  of  112  children  for  short  periods  during  the  week.  These  receive 
informal  supervision  at  the  present  time,  but  they  will  require  official 
registration  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  60  of  the  Health 
Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968,  in  due  course. 


DAY  NURSERY 

There  is  one  Local  Health  Authority  Day  Nursery  in  the  Divisional  area 
which  is  at  Cemetery  Road,  Heckmondwike,  and  this  caters  adequately  for 
the  needs  of  the  priority  categories  approved  by  the  County  Council, 
namely : — 

(a)  The  young  child  whose  mother  is  ill  or  having  a  baby. 

(b)  The  illegitimate  child  whose  mother  is  required  to  work. 

(c)  The  young  child  of  the  widow  who  must  educate  and  support  her 
family  unassisted. 

(d)  The  young  child  of  the  mother  whose  husband  is  ill. 

The  Nursery  is  approved  for  12  places  in  the  0 — 2  years  of  age  group  and 
28  places  in  the  2 — 5  years  of  age  group.  The  average  daily  attendance 
during  1968  in  each  of  these  groups  was  8  and  22  respectively,  and  there 
were  live  priority  children  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Nursery  is  classified  as  a  training  nursery  and  has  provided  practical 
training  facilities  for  students  undertaking  courses  for  student  nursery 
nurses  organised  by  the  County  Boroughs  of  Leeds  and  Bradford. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  demand  for  this  service  during  the 
year.  Seventy-two  more  cases  received  help  and  there  was  an  increase  of 
over  4,000  hours.  The  Divisional  establishment  of  home  helps  was  71 
during  the  year  and  it  was  only  by  the  allocation  of  the  equivalent  of  23 
full-time  home  helps  from  the  centrally  held  ‘reserve  pool’  that  the 
demands  on  this  service  could  be  met.  Most  of  the  home  helps  work  on  a 
part-time  basis,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  employed  consisted  of 
19  full-time  home  helps  and  181  part-time  home  helps,  and  at  any  one  time 
over  1,100  cases  were  receiving  some  assistance. 
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This  has  always  been  a  very  difficult  service  to  administer  and  super¬ 
vise,  and  particularly  so  this  year  due  to  the  other  heavy  demands  on  the 
time  of  the  nursing  staff  as  a  result  of  which  they  have  had  less  time  to 
devote  to  the  supervision  of  this  service  than  in  the  past.  The  expected 
appointment  of  a  Divisional  Supervisor  of  home  helps  was  deferred  owing 
to  financial  considerations. 


The  figures  given  below  again  reveal  the  benefit  which  the  aged  and 
chronic  sick  receive  from  this  service. 


No.  of  Cases. 
Classification 

Batley 

Spen¬ 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck¬ 

mondwike 

Division 

Aged  Chronic  Sick 

582 

544 

132 

131 

1,389 

Chronic  Sick  and 
Tuberculous 

55 

44 

5 

7 

111 

Mentally  disordered 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

Maternity 

8 

15 

3 

5 

31 

Others 

3 

34 

6 

6 

49 

Total  Cases 

649 

639 

146 

150 

1,584 

Hours  worked: 

Aged  Chronic  Sick 

72,824 

70,582 

18,375 

13,796 

175,577 

Chronic  Sick  and 
Tuberculous 

5,340 

4,065 

727 

835 

10,967 

Mentally  disordered 

56 

125 

— 

180 

361 

Maternity 

291 

358 

Ill 

no 

870 

Others 

105 

2,689 

415 

316 

3.525 

Total  Hours 

78,616 

77,819 

19,628 

15,237 

191,300  j 

CfflROPODY  TREATMENT 

The  County  Council’s  scheme  provides  free  chiropody  for  elderly  per¬ 
sons  (males  65  years  and  over,  females  60  years  and  over),  expectant 
mothers  and  the  physically  handicapped.  In  Spenborough  and  Mirfield  the 
service  is  administered  on  a  direct  basis  from  the  office  of  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer,  using  approved  Chiropodists  in  clinics  or  other  rented 
premises.  In  Batley  and  Heckmondwike  the  service  is  undertaken  for  the 
County  Council  on  an  agency  basis  by  the  respective  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committees,  and  patients  receive  treatment  in  the  Chiropodist’s  own 
surgeries. 

However,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  approach  was  made  to  these 
voluntary  organisations  to  see  whether  they  would  be  willing  for  a  direct 
service  to  be  provided  in  these  areas  of  the  Division.  The  Batley  Old 
People’s  Welfare  Committee  agreed  to  this  and  arrangements  were  made 
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to  provide  a  direct  service  as  from  1st  January,  1969.  The  object  of  this  is 
to  bring  about  a  simplification  of  administration  and  assist  in  the  further 
development  of  the  chiropody  service  for  aged  persons  in  Batley,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  case  of  the  more  outlying  parts  of  the  Borough. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opporiimity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
to  the  Batley  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  for  inaugurating  and  run¬ 
ning  this  service  since  its  inception  almost  twenty  years  ago.  I  have  been 
greatly  impressed  with  the  service  provided  and  fully  appreciate  the 
amount  of  time  and  effort  which  the  voluntary  woikers  iiave  devoted  to 
the  task. 


Volu] 

Associatio 

itary 

1  Schemes 

Direct  S€ 
County 

jrvice  by 
Council 

Total 

Batley 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Spen- 

boroLigh 

Mirfield 

Number  of  sessions  held 

526* 

142* 

738 

263 

1,669 

Number  of  patients  treated: 

In  chiropodists’  surgeries 

Pensioners 

1,093 

282 

1,375 

Physically  handicapped 

10 

5 

15 

Expectant  Mothers 

— 

— 

— 

In  clinic  premises 

Pensioners 

1,081 

315 

1,396 

Physically  handicapped 

19 

2 

21 

Expectant  Mothers 

1 

— 

1 

Domiciliary  Treatment 

Pensioners 

414 

90 

455 

143 

1,102 

Physically  handicapped 

12 

6 

21 

4 

43 

Expectant  Mothers 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Number  of  Patients 

Treated 

1,529 

383 

1,577 

464 

3,953 

Total  Number  of  treatments 

given : 

Pensioners 

6,340 

1,642 

8,190 

2,811 

18,983 

Physically  handicapped 

103 

49 

156 

30 

338 

Expectant  Mothers 

1 

1 

6,443 

1,691 

8,347 

2,841 

19,322 

Number  of  patients  treated 

per  session 

9* 

9* 

8.4 

8.4 

8.7 

Percentage  of  total  patients 

treated  receiving  domiciliary 

treatment  . . 

27.9 

25.0 

30.2 

31.7 

28.9 

Percentage  of  aged  population 

receiving  treatment  (men 

over  65  years  and  women 

over  60  years) 

25.6 

28.7 

26.2 

24.7 

26.0 

*(Notional  (9  patients  per  session) 
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CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 


This  service  provides  for  the  examination  of  women  who,  although 
physically  well,  may  suffer  from  a  pre-cancerous  condition  known  as 
carcinoma  in  situ.  All  that  is  involved  is  a  simple  and  painless  examination 
and  the  taking  of  a  cervical  smear. 

There  has  been  a  steady  flow  of  applications  for  this  test  throughout 
the  year,  and  there  has  always  been  a  three  to  four  month  waiting  list. 


Clinic 

No.  of 
sessions 
held  during 
the  year 

No.  of 
Patients 
attending 
for  first 
time 

Total 
Number 
of  smears 
taken 

No.  of 
patients 
with  positive 
smears 

Health  Centre,  Cleckheaton 

29 

466 

469 

3 

Wellington  Street,  Batley 

20 

346 

345 

2 

Totals 

49 

812 

814 

5 

Notification  of  two  further  positive  smears  was  received  from  other 
sources. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  Divisional  area  has  had  its  full  complement  of  four  full-time 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  during  the  past  year.  One  is  a  temporary  appoint¬ 
ment  while  the  permanent  officer  is  attending  the  two  year  Young-husband 
course  at  Leeds  College  of  Commerce.  The  duties  of  the  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  are  to  provide  supervision  and  guidance  to  persons  who  have 
become  mentally  disturbed  or  require  after-care  following  in-patient 
treatment.  This  service  is  provided  in  co-operation  with  general  praciti- 
tioners  and  the  consultant  psychiatrist  staff  of  the  psychiatric  hospitals. 
This  is  time  consuming  work;  it  includes  arranging  admissions  to  hospitals, 
rehabilitation,  supportive  advice  to  patients  and  families,  and  help  with 
the  many  social  problems  of  the  various  patients. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  attend  the  Psychiatric  Out-Patients’ 
clinics  on  a  rota  basis.  Excellent  relationships  have  been  established  with 
the  many  people  involved  in  this  type  of  work. 

The  ‘Contact  Club’  continues  to  be  held  at  the  Health  Centre, 
Cleckheaton,  on  each  Tuesday  evening.  This  club  continues  to  be  excel¬ 
lently  supported.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson  attend  when  engagements 
permit,  and  I  am  extremely  grateful  for  their  help  and  continued  support  in 
this  venture.  The  club  continues  to  have  many  interests,  including  visits  to 
and  from  other  similar  clubs,  visits  to  places  of  interest  and  various  talks 
and  demonstrations  held  at  the  Health  Centre.  A  Christmas  Party  and 
Dinner  was  held  at  a  local  hotel,  which  was  well  patronised  and  greatly 
enjoyed  by  all  club  members. 

One  aspect  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  which  continues  to  cause 
concern,  is  the  number  of  aged  persons  who  are  being  admitted  to  psy¬ 
chiatric  hospitals  because  of  shortage  of  other  accommodation.  It  is 
reported  that  provision  for  some  psycho-geriatric  homes  is  being  made  in 
the  forward  planning  and  it  is  envisaged  that  these  would  be  coming  into 
use  in  three  to  four  years  time. 

The  waiting  time  for  admission  to  Special  Care  Units  for  the  severely 
sub-normal  also  gives  cause  for  concern.  It  is  hoped  that  a  larger  number  of 
places  may  be  available  in  the  near  future. 
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Mental  Health  Statistics 


Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Division 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Patients  referred  (Mentally 
ill) 

(a)  By  General  Practitioners 

38 

50 

51 

64 

10 

11 

5 

5 

104 

130 

(b)  From  Hospital 

32 

34 

16 

39 

6 

6 

3 

3 

57 

82 

(c)  From  out-patient  Clinics 

10 

16 

15 

13 

5 

4 

1 

1 

31 

34 

(d)  By  Police 

10 

2 

4 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

18 

9 

(c)  Other  sources 

9 

33 

10 

20 

5 

4 

2 

3 

26 

60 

Totals 

99 

135 

96 

139 

27 

28 

14 

13 

236 

315 

No.  of  patients  admitted  to 
hospital  under  Mental 
Health  Act. 

(a)  Section  5  (Informal) 

42 

51 

40 

42 

12 

9 

8 

5 

102 

107 

(b)  Section  25  (Observation) 

1 

3 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

(c)  Section  26  (Treatment) 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

3 

(d)  Section  29  (Emergency) 

12 

15 

8 

13 

3 

1 

1 

1 

24 

30 

Totals 

57 

70 

49 

60 

15 

12 

9 

6 

130 

148 

No.  of  visits  paid  during  year 

(a)  To  sub-normal  patients 

269 

141 

129 

164 

147 

36 

99 

51 

644 

392 

(b)  To  mentally  ill 

401 

752 

521 

979 

169 

208 

139 

98 

1230 

2037 

Total 

670 

893 

650 

1143 

316 

244 

238 

149 

1874 

2429 

New  sub-normal  patients 
reported  to  L.H.A. 

8 

5 

1 

3 

1 

— 

3 

3 

13 

11 

Occupation  Centres: 

(a)  Patients  attending  at 
O.C’s  at  beginning  of 
year 

18 

14 

8 

18 

9 

6 

2 

4 

37 

42 

(b)  New  admissions 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

10 

4 

(c)  Discharges 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5 

3 

(d)  Patients  attending  at 
O.C’s  at  end  of  of  year 

18 

15 

10 

18 

9 

6 

5 

4 

42 

43 
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HECKMONDWIKE  TRAINING  CENTRE  FOR  SUB-NORMAL 

PERSONS 


The  most  progressive  event  at  this  Centre  this  year  has  been  the 
completion  of  the  new  adult  workshop  which  is  fitted  with  electrically 
driven  machinery  which  some  of  the  trainees  operate  efficiently  and  skil¬ 
fully.  As  a  result  of  the  extra  facilities  now  available  there  has  been  a 
complete  re-organisation  in  both  the  male  and  female  Adult  Wings,  and 
now  that  the  overcrowding  which  caused  so  many  problems  has  been 
eliminated  the  staff  can  concentrate  on  the  planning  of  future  programmes 
which  will  help  the  trainees  to  take  their  place  in  the  outside  world. 

The  Centre  has  been  successful  in  establishing  a  link  with  outside 
industry  and  has  received  regular  and  remunerative  contracts  for  simple, 
practical  repetitive  operations  which  in  most  cases  can  be  performed  by 
the  lower  grade  trainee,  thus  giving  them  a  satisfaction  and  secure  outlook 
as  a  member  of  a  working  team.  The  improvements  in  the  facilities  now 
enable  the  Centre  to  give  the  adult  trainee  a  participation  in  the  workings 
of  industry,  involving  the  acceptance  of  raw  materials,  storage,  making  up 
the  raw  materials,  packing  and  storage  of  finished  products  and  the 
despatching  of  them.  In  most  cases  the  trainees’  response  to  this  programme 
has  been  mature  and  progressive,  and  the  incentive  payments  which  they 
receive  have  been  increased  considerably  as  a  result  of  their  sustained  and 
satisfying  progress  in  their  skills.  It  is  felt  that  through  this  industrial 
experience  they  have  acquired  a  more  grown  up  attitude  and  more  con¬ 
fidence  in  themselves. 

The  finished  articles  sent  from  the  Centre  during  the  year  included : — 


800  bags 

Firewood 

192 

Tea  Towels 

972 

Pillow  Cases 

100 

Index  Filing  Cabinets 

204 

Corner  Flags 

100 

Art  Easles 

328 

Wash  leather  Mops 

1,500 

Modelling  Boards 

158 

Washleather  Pieces 

2,556 

Black  Board  Rubbers 

250  boxes 

Christmas  Crackers 
(Supplied  direct  to  Local  Schools) 

98 

Repaired  Library  Boxes 

39 

Dressing  Gowns 

25 

Renovated  Chairs 

39,200 

Library  Card  Pockets 

560 

Children’s  Blackboards 

2,500 

Manilla  Folders 

1,170 

Sketching  Boards 

4 

Large  ambulance  bags 

12 

Dolls  Houses 

5,146 

Articles  laundered  for  the  centre 

16,417  pairs 

Car  carpet  sills,  sorted  and  packed 
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The  social  training  of  all  trainees  continues,  the  junior  trainees  visiting 
shops,  buying  the  various  commodities  used  in  their  domestic  science 
lessons,  visiting  the  library  with  an  organised  plan,  looking  at  the  books 
which  are  of  interest  to  them,  returning  to  the  Centre  and  running  a  small 
and  simple  library  in  their  own  class. 

A  monthly  service  is  held  at  St.  Saviour’s  Church  organised  by  the 
local  Canon  and  his  curates  who  visit  the  Centre  to  discuss  the  services 
with  the  staff.  These  services  have  proved  interesting  to  the  trainees  and 
have  given  them  an  insight  to  the  church  and  what  such  buildings  are 
about.  A  Christmas  carol  service  for  all  trainees  and  staff  was  held  in  this 
Church. 

The  adult  trainees  formed  a  savings  club  where  small  weekly  savings 
were  deposited  enabling  them  to  visit  the  pantomime  in  Leeds  at  Christ¬ 
mas.  The  juniors  visited  Harrogate  to  see  the  Christmas  decorations,  took 
tea  at  a  fish  restaurant  where  each  child  received  a  gift  from  the  Christmas 
tree,  and  then  made  a  tour  of  the  lights  at  Brighouse,  Dewsbury,  Batley 
and  Heckmondwike. 

The  following  figures  show  the  numbers  on  the  register  and  admissions 
and  discharges  during  the  year: — 

Adults  (over  16)  Juniors  (under  16) 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  on  Register  1.1.68 

19 

17 

17 

19 

72 

Number  admitted 

Number  discharged  or 

4 

2 

4 

3 

13 

transferred 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Number  on  R.egister  31.12.68  22  18 

Average  daily  attendance 

20 

=  64 

22 

82 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  basis  of  School  Health  work  has  traditionally  been  founded  on 
routine  medical  inspections  of  all  pupils  at  certain  stages  of  their  school 
life.  Changing  social  patterns  and  the  ready  availability  of  medical  atten¬ 
tion  through  the  National  Health  Service  have  induced  many  authorities 
to  concentrate  the  efforts  of  school  doctors  more  on  the  ascertainment  and 
follow-up  of  children  with  special  handicaps  or  about  whom  nurses, 
teachers  or  parents  express  concern  at  any  stage  of  their  school  career. 

It  was,  therefore,  decided  in  September  of  this  year  to  introduce  the 
following  scheme  for  medical  examinations  at  school : 

(1)  All  children  receive  a  routine  medical  examination  as  soon  as 
can  be  arranged  after  their  first  admission  to  school. 

(2)  The  parents  of  all  children  in  the  10 — 1 1  year  age  group  and  those 
in  their  last  year  at  school  are  asked  to  complete  a  health  ques¬ 
tionnaire  and  to  indicate  if  they  have  any  problems  which  they 
wish  to  discuss  with  the  school  doctor.  Teachers  and  nurses  are 
also  asked  to  submit  the  names  of  children  who  they  wish  to  be 
examined  and  the  doctors  scrutinise  the  questionnaires  and 
select  for  examination  those  pupils  who  appear  to  require 
examination. 

(3)  All  immigrant  children  newly  arrived  in  this  country  and  attend¬ 
ing  school  for  the  first  time  receive  a  full  medical  examination  and 
tuberculin  test  prior  to  entering  school.  Where  necessary  X-rays 
of  chest  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  are  also  carried  out. 

This  system  has  got  off  to  a  good  start  without  too  many  adminis¬ 
trative  problems.  It  means  that  fewer  children  are  examined  but  in  greater 
detail;  more  time  is  devoted  to  those  with  special  handicaps;  it  should 
cause  less  disruption  to  the  school  curricula  and  when  the  medical  staff  are 
available  it  should  enable  them  to  visit  the  schools  at  more  frequent 
intervals  throughout  the  year  for  consultations  with  the  teachers. 

The  other  routine  procedures  continue  as  before,  e.g.  sight  testing  at 
yearly  intervals,  hearing  testing  at  6/7  years  of  age,  colour  vision  testing  at 
10/11  years,  tuberculin  testing  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  at  12/13  years  and 
cleanliness  inspections  each  term.  In  the  Spenborough  and  Mirfield 
schools  experiment  is  being  made  with  ‘request’  inspections  for  infestation 
in  place  of  the  quarterly  routine  examinations. 
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Classification  of  the  Physical  Condition  of  Children  Examined 

at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 


Age  Groups 
Inspected 
(By  Years 
of  Birth) 

Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

niondwike 

Division 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

1964  and  later 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

_ 

1963 

427 

— 

407 

— 

200 

— 

52 

— 

1,086 

— 

1962 

285 

— 

308 

— 

151 

— 

40 

— 

784 

— 

1961 

55 

— 

25 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

91 

— 

1960 

21 

— 

14 

— 

5 

— 

6 

— 

46 

— 

1959 

15 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

19 

— 

1958 

31 

— 

23 

— 

3 

— 

10 

— 

67 

— 

1957 

29 

— 

18 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

50 

— 

1956 

15 

— 

8 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

1955 

4 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

5 

— 

13 

1 

1954 

3 

— 

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

1953  and  earlier 

245 

— 

155 

— 

119 

— 

35 

— 

554 

— 

Totals  Inspected 

1,143 

1 

971 

— 

495 

— 

154 

— 

2,763 

1 

Number  of  special  inspections  carried  out  at  the  request  of  a 
parent,  doctor,  nurse,  teacher,  or  other  person  . .  . .  448 

Number  of  children  re-examined  for  follow-up  defects  . .  . .  627 


Defects  Found  by  Periodic  and  Special  Medical  Inspections 

during  the  Year 


Bat 

ley 

Sp€ 

boro 

m- 

ugh 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

1 

Division 

Spe< 

Inspec 

cial 

:tions 

Defects 

T 

O 

T 

O 

T 

O 

T 

O 

T 

O 

T 

O 

Skin 

Ears: 

9 

28 

9 

34 

1 

12 

1 

1 

20 

75 

— 

1 

(a)  Hearing 

9 

22 

2 

9 

8 

6 

1 

— 

20 

37 

— 

— 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

3 

13 

— 

18 

2 

5 

1 

1 

6 

37 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Nose&  Throat 

24 

43 

11 

56 

7 

23 

— 

4 

42 

126 

— 

3 

Speech 

Lymphatic 

4 

18 

9 

20 

— 

6 

1 

— 

14 

44 

2 

3 

Glands 

Heart  & 

. 

10 

1 

11 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

26 

— 

1 

Circulation 

1 

15 

1 

19 

— 

5 

— 

4 

2 

43 

1 

4 

Lungs 

Developmental: 

— 

27 

— 

18 

1 

8 

5 

1 

58 

' 

(a)  Hernia 

2 

3 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

6 

1 

(b)  Other 
Orthopaedic: 

1 

10 

— 

2 

— 

10 

— 

— 

1 

22 

(a)  Posture 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Feet 

4 

14 

4 

23 

4 

13 

— 

3 

12 

53 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 
NervousSystem: 

2 

8 

1 

14 

1 

6 

— 

2 

4 

30 

(a)  Epilepsy 

3 

-  - 

3 

1 

-  -- 

2 

— 

9 

-  - 

_ 

(b)  Other 
Psychological : 

5 

5 

26 

8 

9 

'■ 

5 

13 

45 

2 

(a)  Development 

2 

7 

1 

8 

— 

3 

1 

2 

4 

20 

— 

— 

(b)  Stability 

17 

31 

3 

21 

1 

8 

4 

1 

25 

61 

1 

— 

Abdomen 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

9 

— 

4 

Other  Defects 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

85 

260 

50 

291 

34 

123 

9 

33 

178 

707 

4 

19 

T — Treatment  O — Observation 
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No  medical  examination  was  considered  to  be  necessary,  for  children 
listed  below,  after  medical  staff  had  scrutinised  medical  records  and 
‘Health  Questionnaires’  submitted  by  parents: 


Age  Groups 
(By  years  of  birth) 

Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

■ 

Division 

1964  and  later 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1962 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1961 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

1960 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1959 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1958 

136 

145 

8 

55 

344 

1957 

69 

70 

2 

33 

174 

1956 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

2 

8 

— 

— • 

10 

1953  and  earlier 

25 

12 

— 

— 

37 

1  Totals 

234 

236 

10 

89 

569 

Examination  of  Handicapped  Pupils 
In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  a 
number  of  children  have  been  referred  by  the  Education  Authority  which 
has  necessitated  the  arrangement  of  special  medical  examinations.  During 
the  year  282  children  were  examined  involving  299  examinations  altogether. 
The  follov/ing  recommendations  for  special  education  were  made: — 


Type  of  School 

Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Day  School  for  Educationally  Sub-normal 
Pupils 

21 

8 

2 

4 

Residential  School  for  Educationally  Sub¬ 
normal  Pupils  . . 

1 

2 

2 

School  for  Physically  Handicapped 
Children 

1 

2 

Open  Air  School  for  Delicate  Children  . , 

2 

2 

2 

2 

School  for  Partially  Sighted  Children  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

School  for  the  Blind 

— 

— 

— 

— 

School  for  the  Deaf 

3 

1 

1 

1 

School  for  Maladjusted  Children 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Special  Education  in  an  Ordinary  School 

7 

9 

3 

9 

Home  Tuition 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  . . 

22 

17 

5 

6 

During  the  year  the  following  admissions  to  special  schools  were  made: 


Type  of  School 

Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Day  School  for  Educationally  Sub-normal 
Pupils 

8 

3 

1 

6 

Residential  School  for  Educationally  Sub¬ 
normal  Pupils  . 

2 

School  for  Physically  Handicapped 
Children  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Open  Air  School  for  Delicate  Children  . . 

2 

3 

3 

2 

School  for  Partially  Sighted  Children  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

School  for  the  Blind 

— 

— 

— 

— 

School  for  the  Deaf 

1 

— 

1 

— 

School  for  Maladjusted  Children 

4 

— 

— 
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During  the  year  the  following  discharges  from  special  schools  were  made : 


Type  of  School 

Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Day  School  for  Educationally  Sub-normal 
Pupils . 

6 

6 

1 

Residential  School  for  Educationally  Sub¬ 
normal  Pupils 

2 

1 

1 

1 

School  for  Physically  Handicapped 
Children  , . 

1 

1 

Open  Air  School  for  Delicate  Children  . . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

School  for  Partially  Sighted  Children  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

School  for  the  Blind 

— 

— 

— 

— 

School  for  the  Deaf 

2 

1 

1 

1 

School  for  Maladjusted  Children 

1 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cliildren  receiving,  and  those 
awaiting,  education  in  special  schools  at  31st  December,  1967 : — 


Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Type  of  School 

R 

A 

R 

A 

R 

A 

R 

A 

Day  School  for  Educationally  Sub¬ 
normal  Pupils  . . 

48 

20 

46 

14 

6 

4 

13 

5 

Residential  School  for  Educationally 
Sub-normal  Pupils 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

School  for  Physically  Handicapped 
Children 

4 

1 

6 

1 

2 

Open  Air  School  for  Delicate  Children 

9 

— 

6 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

School  for  Partially  Sighted  Children 

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

School  for  the  Blind 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

School  for  the  Deaf 

7 

2 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

School  for  Maladjusted  Children 

7 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Home  Tuition 

1 

1 

' 

' 

R  -  Receiving  A  -  Awaiting 


Number  of  children  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Mental  Health  Act : — 


Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Section  57(4) — Unsuitable  for  Education 
at  School . . 

5 

2 

2 

— 

For  Care  and  Guidance  after  Leaving 
School 

9 

3 

— 

4 
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SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC 

Clinics  are  held  at  Cleckheaton,  Batley  and  Mirfield.  Regular  visits 
are  also  made  by  the  Speech  Therapist  to  Hartshead  Moor  Special  School. 
The  figures  below  give  an  indication  of  the  heavy  demand  for  this  valuable 


service. 

Sessions  held  during  the  year  . .  . .  56 

Visits  made  to  schools  . .  . .  . .  11 

Number  of  home  visits  . .  . .  . .  — - 

Total  number  of  children  treated  . .  . .  61 

Number  of  children  on  Waiting  List: 

Seen  by  Speech  Therapist  . .  . .  22 

Not  yet  seen  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

Number  of  children  discharged  . .  . ;  10 


CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC 

The  Child  Guidance  Clinic  is  held  in  Mirfield  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
of  each  week.  In  addition  to  the  needs  of  this  area  children  are  also 
referred  from  neighbouring  divisions. 

I  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the  Batley/Heckmondwike  and  the 
Spenborough/Mirfield  areas : — 

Batley  and  Heckmondwike 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

No.  of  new  cases  seen  during  year 

No.  of  cases  continuing  attendance  from 

32 

14 

46 

last  year 

No.  of  cases  discharged  or  admitted  for 

28 

2 

30 

residential  treatment 

No.  of  cases  carried  forward  for  treatment 

38 

9 

47 

in  1968  . .  . .  . . 

22 

7 

29 

Spenborough  and  Mirfield 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

No.  of  new  cases  seen  during  year 

No.  of  cases  continuing  attendance  from 

28 

13 

41 

last  year 

No.  of  cases  discharged  or  admitted  for 

19 

11 

30 

residential  treatment 

No.  of  cases  carried  forward  for  treatment 

24 

18 

42 

in  1968 

23 

6 

29 

CHIROPODY  CLINIC 


No.  of  sessions 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

95 

No.  of  cases  treated  . . 

•  •  ••  ••  *•  •• 

302 

No.  of  attendances 

The  following  gives  the  types  and  numbers  of  conditions  treated : — 

869 

Defect 

No.  Defect 

No. 

Verrucae 

. .  157  Under/Overlapping  Toes 

30 

Corns  and  Callusities 

. .  68  Hallux  Valgus 

11 

Nail  Conditions 
Calconeal  Bursicis. . 

18  Chilblains 

2 

16 
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CONSULTANT  EYE  CLINIC 


The  following  statistics  give  details  of  the  cases  examined : — 


Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Division 

No.  of  children  examined  for  first  time  . . 

139 

164 

38 

341 

No.  of  re-examinations  . . 

719 

634 

172 

1,525 

Total  number  of  attendances 

853 

798 

210 

1,866 

Number  of  sessions  held  during  year  , . 
Number  for  whom  spectacles  prescribed 

35 

50 

14 

144 

(a)  for  the  first  time 

67 

76 

13 

156 

(b)  subsequently . . 

322 

174 

46 

542 

Number  referred  for  operative  treatment 

6 

6 

1 

13 

Number  referred  for  other  treatment  . . 

7 

3 

10 

CONSULTANT  PAEDIATRIC  CLINIC 

The  Consultant  Paediatrician  visits  the  Health  Centre,  Cleckheaton, 
once  a  month  and  the  following  figures  relate  to  attendances  during  the 
year.  These  figures  are  lower  than  usual  because  of  staff  shortages  during 


the  year. 

No.  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

No.  of  individual  patients  seen: 

(a)  Pre-school  children  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(b)  School  children  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Total  number  of  attendances  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Types  of  cases  seen: — 

(a)  Central  Nervous  System — General  . .  . .  . .  1 

(b)  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(c)  Orthopaedic  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(d)  Psychological — General  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Enuresis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(e)  Mental  Defect,  including  Educational  Subnormality  . .  3 

(f)  Congenital  Deformities  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(g)  Glands  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(h)  Developmental — General  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(i)  Obesity  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(j)  Debility  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Total  . .  . .  18 


CONSULTANT  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

The  Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  visits  the  Batley  Clinic  monthly, 
as  required. 

Number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Number  of  individual  patients  seen : 

Pre-school  children  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

School  children  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Total  number  of  attendances  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Number  of  children  referred  for  treatment  . .  . .  . .  7 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 


The  following  statistics  give  details  of  the  cases  treated : — 


Bat  ley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Division 

No.  of  children  inspected  . . 

2,272 

3,450 

792 

998 

7,512 

No.  found  to  require  treatment 

1,184 

2,194 

430 

608 

4,416 

No.  offered  treatment 

1,143 

2,111 

414 

608 

2,276 

No.  treated  . . 

385 

1,000 

432 

377 

2,194 

No.  of  attendances  .  . 

554 

3,865 

1,375 

1,050 

6.844 

No.  of  extractions — temporary 

848 

1,542 

386 

268 

3,044 

No.  of  extractions — permanent 

170 

442 

135 

95 

842 

No.  of  general  anaesthetics 

313 

703 

183 

76 

1,275 

No.  of  fillings — temporary 

33 

282 

44 

112 

472 

No.  of  fillings — permanent  . . 

301 

1,874 

1,067 

1,378 

4,620 

CLEANLINESS  INSPECTIONS 

Routine  and  request  inspections  were  carried  out  at  each  school  by  the 
school  nurses  and  a  total  of  19,028  inspections  and  re-inspections  were 
carried  out.  533  individual  children  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory 
but  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  degree  of 
infestation  is  extremely  light. 

The  remedial  procedure  adopted  on  the  discovery  of  these  defects  is  to 
notify  the  parents  informally  in  the  first  instance,  visiting  if  necessary  to 
give  advice  on  the  methods  of  dealing  with  infestation.  If  cure  is  not 
effected  the  nurse  visits  the  home  and  interviews  the  parents,  and  finally, 
if  it  is  evident  that  insufficient  care  is  being  exercised,  the  Statutory  Notice 
under  the  Education  Act,  1944,  is  sent  requiring  the  child  to  be  cleansed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Medical  Officer  or  to  the  person  appointed  by  him 
for  that  purpose  within  48  hours.  One  Statutory  Notice  was  issued  during 
the  year. 


Batley 

Spen- 

borough 

Mirfield 

Heck- 

mondwike 

Division 

Total  No.  of  examinations  . . 

13,426 

3,491 

558 

1,553 

19,028 

No.  of  cases  of  infestation  . . 

295 

186 

8 

44 

533 

Percentage  infested  . . 

No.  of  children  excluded  from 

2.2% 

5.3% 

1.4% 

2.8% 

3.6% 

school 

37 

16 

— 

9 

62 

No.  of  cleansing  notices  issued 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

No.  of  cleansing  orders  issued 

1 

— 

■ 

1 
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AUDIOMETRY 


Children  Tested  by  Pure-tone  Audiometry 


Number 

tested 

No 

appreciable 
hearing  loss 

Referral 

for 

investiga¬ 

tion 

(a)  “At  risk”  categories. 

Children  with  history  of: 

Prematurity  . 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  defects  . 

— 

— 

— 

Perinatal  abnormalities,  e.g.  asphyxia, 
kernicterus,  known  rhesus 

incompatability,  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebral  palsy 

— 

— 

— 

Middle-ear  disease 

44 

38 

6 

Meningitis  or  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Streptomycin  treatment 

— 

— 

— 

Speech  retardation  or  defect 

12 

11 

1 

Educational  retardation 

175 

172 

3 

Maternal  rubella  (in  first  three  months 

of  pregnancy) 

— 

— 

— 

Deafness  in  the  family 

11 

11 

— 

(b)  Routine  test  on  children  in  6/7  year  age 

group  . . 

798 

793 

5 

(c)  Referred  by  Head  Teachers,  Parents  and 

following  School  Medical  Inspections 

73 

65 

8 

Total 

1,114 

1,090 

24 

Analysis  of  Cases  Referred  for  Investigation 


Condition  not  Treatable  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Normal  Hearing  on  Discharge  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Recommend  to  Sit  in  Front  of  the  Class  at  School  . .  . .  — 

Left  the  district  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Under  investigation  as  at  31.12.68  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  thirteen  year 
old  schoolchildren  undertaken  in  the  Divisional  area  by  County  Council 
Medical  Officers.  No  Batley  schoolchildren  were  included  in  the  scheme 
as  the  age  group  selected  had  been  tested  in  the  previous  year. 


Spen- 

Heck- 

1 .  Acceptances 

borough 

Mirfield  mondwike 

No.  offered  testing  and 

vaccination 

676 

340 

187 

No.  of  acceptances 

481 

258 

158 

Percentage  of  acceptances 

71% 

76% 

84% 

2.  Pre-vaccination  Tuberculin  Test 

No.  of  children  tested 

Result  of  test: 

481 

258 

156 

(a)  Positive 

26 

9 

9 

(b)  Negative 

455 

249 

147 

(c)  Not  ascertained 

(d)  No.  of  Mantoux  posi¬ 

— 

— 

— 

tives  who  had  previous¬ 
ly  been  vaccinated  . . 

13 

7 

3 

(e)  Percentage  positive  . . 

2.7% 

0.8% 

3.8% 

3.  Vaccination 

No.  vaccinated  following  Mantoux  Test 

455 

249 

147 

A  second  approach  was  made  to  school  leavers  : 

in  Spenborough  and 

Mirfield  who  had  previously  refused  to  participate  in  this  scheme  when  the 
children  were  thirteen  years  old.  The  following  table  gives  the  details  of 

this  second  approach. 

Spen¬ 

1 .  Acceptances 

borough 

Mirfield 

No.  offered  testing  and  vaccination 

•  •  •  « 

112 

48 

No.  of  acceptances 

•  •  •  • 

22 

21 

Percentage  of  acceptances 

•  •  •  • 

19-6% 

43-8% 

2.  Pre-vaccination  Tuberculin  Test 

No.  of  children  tested 

Result  of  test: 

•  •  •  • 

22 

21 

(a)  Positive 

■  •  •  * 

3 

1 

(b)  Negative 

•  •  •  • 

19 

20 

(c)  No.  of  Mantoux  positives  who  had  previous- 

ly  been  vaccinated 

•  •  •  • 

3 

1 

(d)  Percentage  positive  . . 

•  • 

— • 

— 

3.  Vaccination 

No.  vaccinated  following  negative  Mantoux  Test 

19 

20 

X-ray  examinations  were  arranged  for  21  children  with  strongly 
positive  skin  tests,  but  all  the  results  were  satisfactory  and  no  evidence  of 
active  disease  was  found. 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer 
William  M.  Douglas,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Departmental  Medical  Officers 

Freda  M.  Cox,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Senior  Clinical  Medical 
Officer  from  1.10.68) 

Shirley  Jessop,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Resigned  31.8.68) 

Lorna  Arblaster,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Senior  Departmental  Medical 
Officer  from  1.10.68) 

Departmental  Medical  Officers 

Emma  M.  H.  Holdsworth,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.  Obs.  R.C.O.G. 

(Permanent  Part-time — commenced  1.2.68) 

Alexandria  McPheat,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Permanent  Part-time) 

Part-time  Medical  Staff 

Dr.  J.  F.  Caithness  Dr.  D.  H.  Chowdhury 

Dr.  R.  B.  J.  Davies  Dr.  A.  L.  Mitchell 


Clerical  Staff 

Mr.  P.  Marshall,  D.P.A.,  Divisional  Chief  Clerk 

Miss  K.  Lister,  Senior  Clerk  (Batley) 

Mr.  G.  Rishman  Mr.  D.  Anthony,  A.C.C.S. 

Mrs.  N.  Earnshaw  Mrs.  P.  N.  Hawthornthwaite 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Hall  Miss  J.  Horsfield 

Miss  N.  Holliday  Mrs.  M.  J.  Pell 

Miss  J.  E.  Ineson  (Resigned  20.9.68)  Mrs.  E.  M.  Thomis  (Retired  5/68) 
Mrs.  V.  Thewlis  Miss  L.  Walker 

Mrs.  B.  Thornton  (Resigned  31.8.68)  Mrs.  E.  M.  Johnson  (Part-time) 


Mrs.  P.  Walker 
Mrs.  J.  Hotchkiss 
(Commenced  14.10.68) 
Miss  L.  Newsome 
(Commenced  20.5.68) 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Smith  (Part-time) 
(Commenced  25.11.68) 
Miss  C.  M.  Dearden 


Mrs.  C.  M.  Cowdell  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  H.  Squire  (Part-time) 

Miss  B.  Street  (Part-time) 
(Commenced  6.9.68) 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Laing  (Part-time) 
(Commenced  20.8.68) 

Miss  S.  Aveyard 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer 

Miss  D.  Day,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Queens  Nurse. 


Health  Visitors/School  Nurses 

Mrs.  J.  Carline 
Miss  J.  French 

Mrs.  E.  Gothorpe  (Resigned  18. 

Miss  J.  E.  Hainsworth 

Miss  D.  A.  Leake 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Morgan 

Miss  M.  Perkins 

Miss  D.  L.  Rawson 

Miss  W.  Spencer 


Mrs.  I.  Cowburn 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Gaines 
.68)  Miss  M.  Hartley 

Mrs.  M.  Lynn  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  C.  A.  O’Brien 

Mrs.  J.  Pammenter  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  D.  Pickup 

Mrs.  J.  I.  Roberts 

Mrs.  J,  P.  Wood 
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Assistant  Health  Visitors/School  Nurses 

Mrs.  E.  Mullins  (Part-time)  Mrs.  J.  Lodge 


Mrs.  E.  Whitehead  (Part-time 
Home  Nurse  from  1.4.68) 

Mrs.  E.  I.  Smith  (Retired  31.10.68) 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Dyson 
(Commenced  2.12.68) 

Mrs.  W.  Thornton 
Mrs.  J.  Stewart 

Midwives 

Miss  M.  J.  Bartley 
Mrs.  E.  Hargrave 
Mrs.  N.  Naifsey 
Mrs.  A.  Casten 
(Commenced  21.8.67) 

Home  Nurses 
Mrs.  B.  Allan 
Mrs.  K.  Conway 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Fox 
Mrs.  E.  Holmes 
Miss  C  Latimer 
Miss  J.  Lewis 
Miss  J.  M.  Midgeley 
Mrs.  J.  Pyrah 
Mrs.  N.  Robey 
(Commenced  16.9.68) 

Day  Nursery 

Miss  E.  Exley  (Matron) 

(Retired  30.8.68) 

Miss  M.  Brooke 
Mrs.  J.  Howlett 
Miss  R.  Standeven 
Miss  B.  Maltas  (Matron  from 
1.9.68) 

Mental  Welfare  Officers 
Mr.  J.  H.  Barker 
Mr.  D.  Hambleton 
Mr.  K.  C.  Teed 
Mr.  J.  J.  Burnell 


Mrs.  P.  E.  Prentice 
(Resigned  30.4.68) 

Mrs.  M.  Power  (Commenced  1.1.68 
— on  Health  Visitors’  Course  from 
30.9.68) 

Mrs.  B.  Akeroyd  (Commenced 
8.4.68;  Resigned  11.8.68) 


Mrs.  M.  A.  Briggs 

Mrs.  C.  Moffat  (Died  3.11.68) 

Mrs.  N.  M.  Scott  (Resigned  31.8.68) 
Mrs.  M.  Lynch  (Commenced  4.9.68) 


Mrs.  J.  M.  Brewer 
Mrs.  J.  Clegg 
Mrs.  V/.  A.  Hargrave 
(Resigned  31.3.68) 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Lamb 
Mrs.  P.  Leigh 
Miss  A.  Lodge 
Mrs.  E.  Parratt 
Mrs.  M.  Sharp 


Miss  G.  Hartley 
Mrs.  H.  Smith  (Deputy  Matron 
from  1.9.68) 

Miss  L.  M.  Cartwright 
(Commenced  18.9.68) 


Mr.  R.  O’Kane 
(On  Younghusband  Course 
13.9.67) 


Social  Worker 

Miss  S.  M.  Pidd  (Commenced  8.7.68) 
Speech  Therapist 

Miss  K.  P.  Hatt  (Commenced  4.9.68) 

Lincoln  House  Training  Centre 

Mr.  B.  Armitage  (Supervisor)  N 

Mrs.  E.  Harrison  \ 

Mrs.  E.  Karadzic  N 

Mrs.  E.  Walker  N 

Miss  C.  L.  Perrins  (Cadet) 
(Commenced  9.9.68) 


Mr.  L.  Green  (Resigned  7.6.68) 

Mrs.  G.  Brown 
Miss  A.  Todd 

Mr.  P.  Webster  (Commenced  8.7.68) 
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Child  Guidance  Clinic 

Dr.  K.  N.  Maxwell,  Psychiatrist 

Mr.  D.  G.  Pickles,  Educational  Psychologist 

Mr.  P.  Monaghan,  Educational  Psychologist 

Mrs.  R.  Bindman,  Social  Worker 

Mrs.  I.  Murgatroyd,  Clerk  (Part-time) 

Part-time  Staff 

Mr.  L.  Whittels,  M.D.  (Vienna),  D.O.  Consultant  Ophthalmologist 
Mr.  E.  S.  Tan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S.,  Consultant  Ophthalmologist 
Dr.  G.  Rajan,  Consultant  Paediatrician 
Mr.  N.  Grewal,  O.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.CH.  ORTH.,  Consultant 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon 

Mr.  S.  Parkinson,  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer 
Mr.  F.  R.  Brown,  M.Ch.S.,  Chiropodist 
Miss  P.  A.  Moore,  M.Ch.S.,  Chiropodist 
Mr.  W.  G.  Smith,  M.Ch.S.,  Chiropodist 
Mr.  B.  D.  Vaines,  M.Ch.S.,  Chiropodist 
Mr.  W.  Webster,  M.Ch.S.,  Chiropodist 
Mrs.  W.  Webster,  M.Ch.S.,  Chiropodist 
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